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00 Introduction 

INTRODUCTION TO LUKE

Luke, "our dear doctor" (Colossians 4:14), was a doctor of medicine and a historian. He was a close companion of Paul, and was with him during both the first and second imprisonments at Rome (Colossians 4:14; Philemon 1:24; 2 Timothy 4:11). He was not a Jew. His name, his style of writing, and his pattern of thought, all point to Greek training. He may have been one of the first Gentile converts at the metropolitan city of Antioch (Acts 11:20-21), where the first Gentile church outside the borders of Palestine was planted.

Both Matthew and John were "eyewitnesseses" of the life of Christ. Mark based his work on the "eyewitness account" of Peter. Luke draws on authentic material already in circulation, and carefully studies and compares it [he says this in Luke 1:1-4], probably consulting with Paul about it. In every case, these writers wrote under the guidance of God [INSPIRATION] and what they wrote was EXACTLY what God wanted them to write (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Evidence points to Luke writing this Gospel while Paul was imprisoned at Caesarea (Acts 23:33; Acts 24:27). Luke probably wrote the Acts during Paul's first imprisonment at Rome, since he was there with him, and, because the Book of Acts terminates with Paul's first imprisonment and mentions nothing of the years between the release in 63-64 A.D. and the second imprisonment of 68 A.D. Luke's statement in Acts 1:1 shows the Gospel of Luke already written when the Acts is begun. With the death of Jesus being in 30 A.D. [by the corrected calendar], this means both Luke and Acts were written within 34 years of the Cross. In fact, of all the New Testament writers, only John wrote later than this, toward the end of the First Century [the Gospel of John , 1, 2, 3 John, Revelation].
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
Dear Theophilus. The name means "one who loves God." Acts is also addressed to him. We know nothing more about him. Many have done their best. It is human nature to write down important things and share them with others. Alford (Greek Testament) says: "I believe the only probable interpretation of the words to be, that many persons, in charge of Churches, or otherwise induced, drew up, here and there, statements (narratives, DIEGESIN) of the testimony of eye-witnesses and ministers of the word, so far as they themselves had been able to collect them." The "many" [which does not include the other Gospels] had done their best, but it is implied that their work was incomplete.

Verse 3-4
Because I have carefully studied. Luke had made a careful examination of all available material, and he had the assistance of the apostle Paul. So that you will know the full truth. Luke wants to make the full truth of the history of Christ available to Theophilus. Things put in writing are put in permanent form. Which you have been taught. Theophilus knew these facts about Jesus, but Luke's Gospel would be valuable to show the accuracy of these things.

Verse 5
During the time when Herod was king. Herod the Great (see note on Matthew 2:1). A priest named Zechariah. Not a "chief priest," one of the lower ranks. Order of Abijah. All the priests were grouped in twenty-four orders. The "Order of Abijah" was the eighth (1 Chronicles 24:10). Each Order took charge of the temple worship in sequence, for a week at a time beginning on the Sabbath. The "heads" of these twenty-four Orders are the "chief priests." His wife's name was Elizabeth. She is also from a priestly family, so John the Baptist is of "priestly descent" on both sides of his family.

Verse 6
They both lived good lives in God's sight. Great men of God almost always come from parents who live holy lives. (Compare 2 Timothy 1:5).
Verse 8
Was doing his work as a priest. Zechariah came to Jerusalem once every twenty-four weeks, to serve his week in the temple with others of the Order of Abijah.

Verse 9
9. He was chosen by lot. In order to remove the "human element," specially marked stones were used to determine who was to do each separate part of the worship to God (compare Proverbs 16:33; Acts 1:26). So he went into the temple of the Lord. Into the Holy Place. Philo mentions an Altar of Incense placed between the Seven-branched Lampstand and the [table which held] the Bread of the Presence. [ Hebrews 9:4 speaks of a "gold altar for the burning of incense" in the Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies) in the Tent (the portable temple originally used in the Wilderness).] Incense was burned on the altar in the Holy Place each morning and evening. This was such an honor, that no one was permitted to do this more than once. It brought the serving priest closer to the Divine Presence in the Most Holy Place than any other priestly service, and because of the special blessing connected with it, it was believed that all should have their time to share in it.

Verse 10
While the crowd of people outside prayed. People were in the Court of Israel and the Women's Court. Incense was symbolic of prayer (Psalm 141:2; Revelation 5:8). At the time the priest began to burn the incense, a bell signaled the people, who joined in prayer in deep silence.

Verse 11
An angel of the Lord appeared. Gabriel (Luke 1:19).
Verse 13
Don't be afraid, Zechariah. The angel brings a message of hope! God has heard your prayer. They felt it was a disgrace to be childless, and had prayed continually for a child. You are to name him John. John means "God-given."

Verse 15
He must not drink any wine or strong drink. John was to be a Nazarite (see the law of Nazarites, Numbers 6). [Jesus was a Nazarene, something entirely different.]

Verse 16
He will bring back. See Mark 1:1-5.
Verse 17
Strong and mighty like the prophet Elijah. The way he looked, the way he dressed, and the way he lived, all reminds us of Elijah. See note on Matthew 16:14. He will bring fathers and children together again. The language of Malachi 4:5-6. The Law of Moses is about to be superseded by the Good News of Jesus Christ. He will get the Lord's people ready for him. He was the "advance Prayer of Manasseh," getting things ready for Jesus to begin his teaching tour of Palestine, which could climax in the Cross. John began a "renewal movement" in Palestine. The common people loved both John and Jesus. The Jewish leaders rejected them both.

Verse 18
How shall I know? He wanted a miraculous sign.

Verse 19
I am Gabriel. The word of an angel was sign enough! I stand in the presence of God. See Revelation 8:2; Daniel 8:15-18; Hebrews 1:14.
Verse 20
You will remain silent. He would not be able to utter a sound.

Verse 21
The people were waiting for Zechariah. Those who were praying in the courts waited until the priest who burned incense came out to dismiss them with a benediction. They wondered why he did not come out.

Verse 22
He could not speak to them. This was the sign. They knew he had seen a vision. But Gabriel was not a vision, he had been there in person.

Verse 23
Zechariah went back home. After he had completed his week of serving in the temple, he returned to his home in the hill country (Luke 1:39). The town is not identified.

Verse 24
And did not leave the house for five months. Her age might be the reason for this, but more likely she stayed in the house to spend more time in worship to God.

Verse 25
He has taken away my public disgrace. To be childless in Israel was a public disgrace. Compare Genesis 16:1-3; Genesis 30:1-2.
Verse 26
To a town in Galilee named Nazareth. To the home of Mary. Matthew tells of a later visit of the angel to Joseph (Matthew 1:20-25), but does not tell the angel's name.

Verse 27
He had a message for a girl. This girl was a VIRGIN - "The Virgin" of Isaiah 7:14 (see note on Matthew 1:23). Promised in marriage. Equivalent to being married. See note on Matthew 1:19. Who was a descendant of King David. Both Mary (the mother of Jesus) and Joseph (the LEGAL father of Jesus) were descendants of King David.

Verses 30-33
Don't be afraid. In the angel's words we have: (1) relief of anxiety, Don't be afraid; (2) a promise, Give birth to a son; (3) a command, You will name him Jesus; (4) a prophecy, He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. His kingdom will never end! Compare Acts 15:15-18; Matthew 16:18-19.
Verses 34-38
Mary said to the angel. Compare what the angel told Joseph in Matthew 1:19-25 (see notes there), and see what Christ taught about divorce in Matthew 19:1-9 (see notes there).
Verse 39
Soon afterward. Because of what the angel said to her. Hurried off to the bill country. The central plateau of Judea. Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Hebron were all on this plateau. We are not told which town Elizabeth lived in.

Verse 41
The baby moved within her. Luke intends to imply something more than the natural movements of an unborn child. Note Elizabeth is in the sixth month of her pregnancy (Luke 1:26).
Verses 42-45
42-45. Elizabeth speaks in the poetic imagery of the Middle East, and she speaks as a prophet. My Lord's mother. Mary was to be the mother of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. [Note the pre-existence of Jesus (Colossians 1:15-17). Jesus was born of a human mother to take human form (Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 2:14).]

Verses 46-55
Mary said. Mary is also filled with the Holy Spirit. These two holy women are the first human prophets of the New Testament Age. Mary speaks the language of the Psalm. In Luke 1:46-49, she praises God for his unusual gift of grace to her. In Luke 1:50-53, she praises God because he brings down the proud, but lifts up the humble. In Luke 1:54-55, she praises God because the ancient promise to Abraham is now being made to come true, and humble Israel will be lifted up by this. God my Savior• Mary includes herself among the lost. She herself would receive salvation through God's act in Jesus Christ (compare Hebrews 9:15). Will call me happy. It was a great honor to be the human mother of the Messiah. We see Abraham called "happy," because he is the father of the faithful; Paul, because he is the apostle to the Gentiles; and Peter, because he was first to preach the Good News. To show mercy to Abraham. See Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 13:14-17; Genesis 15:5. And to all his descendants forever! Galatians 3:29 shows the promise fulfilled in Christ as The Descendant, and that everyone who is IN Christ is a "descendant of Abraham."

Verse 59
When the baby was a week old. On the eighth day Jewish boy babies were circumcised and named (Genesis 17:12). [Circumcise: to cut off the foreskin of a Jewish baby boy as a sign of God's covenant with the people of Israel (Genesis 17:9-14).] They were going to name him Zechariah. This was the custom. 

Verse 63
Asked for a writing pad and wrote. He still could not make a sound. His name is John. See Luke 1:13. 

Verse 65
The neighbors were all filled with fear. Because of the unusual things which had happened.

Verse 67
And he spoke God's message. Prophecy is speaking by the inspiration of God. As soon as Zechariah can speak again, he immediately begins to praise God, and to predict the future work of John. 

Verses 68-75
Let us praise the Lord. Zechariah's prophecy is in Hebrew thought and idiom. This shows the influence that molded John's character as he grew up as Zechariah's son. A mighty savior for us. Compare Philippians 2:6-11. By means of his holy prophets. The symbolism and rituals of the Old Testament point to Jesus. He was the totality of all their predictions! Jesus was Abraham's promised Descendant; Moses' Prophet; Isaiah's Emmanuel; Ezekiel's Shepherd; Daniel's Holy One: all these and others, pointing to his Coming. Vowed that he would rescue us. Zechariah no doubt thinks of the Roman Occupation Troops as he says this. [God's vow is found in Genesis 22:16-17. See Hebrews 6:13-18. The promise was completely fulfilled in the First Coming of Jesus and the climax of the Cross and Resurrection.]

Verses 76-79
You, my child. Zechariah's prophecy points to John's future role. A prophet of the Most High God. John would be the greatest of the Old Testament prophets [not counting Jesus himself]. See what Jesus said about him in Luke 7:28. By having their sins forgiven. The next verses give a brief statement of the Good News. Our God is merciful and tender. Because he is merciful and tender, he is about to act in history to cause the bright dawn of salvation to rise on us. The Good News will tell that condemnation can be taken away, and men [and women] can be "put right with God." See Romans 8:1-4; John 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:4-10.
Verse 80
He lived in the desert. The nature of John's public life later, points to a childhood lived as a kind of "holy hermit." This is similar to what the childhood of Elijah must have been, since that prophet grew up among the semi-nomadic people of the land of Gilead. 2 Kings 2:8.
02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
At that time Emperor Augustus. Augustus Caesar, nephew and heir of Julius Caesar, was now the ruler of the civilized world. Herod was king of Judea, but Augustus Caesar was over him. To register themselves for the census. The word "tax" formerly meant "to register for the census," since in ancient times, the two things went together.

Verse 2
When this first census took place. This reference to Quirinius as the governor of Syria clearly identified the time this happened, and Theophilus would clearly understand it. Scholars pinpoint the birth of Jesus in 4 B.C. by our calendar [which is in error, since it is supposed to date from the birth of Christ].
Verse 3
Each to his own town. Jewish and Roman customs were mixed together. The Jews registered people by Tribes and Families. Joseph was of the Family of David, and would have to register in David's town.

Verse 4
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth. There is no record of how long he had been living in Galilee. To the town named Bethlehem. This was David's town, because he had been born there.

Verse 5
He went to register himself with Mary. Women had to be registered too, and Mary was also of the Family of David. She would also be assessed the tax.

Verse 6
The time came for her to have her baby. The order from Emperor Augustus fulfilled scripture by bringing Mary and Joseph here, so Jesus would be born in Bethlehem (see Micah 5:1-2).
Verse 7
She gave birth to her first son. PROTOTOKON. The language implies that Mary would be the mother of other children. See note on Matthew 1:25; John 2:12. Wrapped him in cloths. New-born children were wrapped tightly in a long, narrow cloth. And laid him in a manger. In the animal's feeding trough. Tradition places the birth in a cave behind the inn. Justin Martyr mentions a prophecy in Isaiah 33:16 [Septuagint] which reads: "He shall dwell in a high cave of a strong rock: bread shall be given him, and his water shall be sure. " Caves are used to house animals in most rocky countries. The number of people who came to Bethlehem to register for the census crowded the inn, so there was no room for Mary and Joseph to stay. Also, the more private cave would be better for the birth to take place, and, when Jesus came as a human being, he stooped to its most humble circumstances. [Inn: built on the plan of an Eastern house, but much larger. Four rows of rooms, enclosing a large yard with a well at the center. The outer wall is usually of brick on a stone foundation. The rooms are entered from the yard, and the rooms themselves are built two or three feet above the surface of the yard. Below and behind the row of rooms was the stable, which could be a cave, or a long room or row of rooms. The floor of the guest rooms was often extended into the stable to form a shelf to hold the food for the animals.]

Verse 8
There were some shepherds. David guarded his flocks of sheep here. Who were spending the night in the fields. At this time of the year, they stayed out in the open, guarding their sheep from wild animals and thieves. This argues against a winter date for the birth.

Verse 9
An angel of the Lord. An angel announced the coming birth of Jesus; an army of angels praise God at Jesus' birth; an angel strengthens Jesus at the temptation; an angel strengthens Jesus in the garden; at his raising from death, an angel rolls the stone away from the grave; as he was taken up to heaven, angels go along with him; when he comes to judge the world, his holy angels will come with him.

Verse 10
I am here with Good News for you. The bright dawn of salvation was about to shine on the whole human race. Which will bring great joy to all the people. The barrier between Jew and Gentile was about to be broken down. God's Truth was to be made available to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews.

Verse 11
In David's town. Seven hundred years before this, the prophet had told about this day (Micah 5:2). See note on Matthew 2:6. David was born here. Now David's Son begins his earthly career in this town. Christ the Lord. The Anointed Lord—the Messiah—which the Nation eagerly awaited.

Verse 12
What will prove it to you is this. The prediction of what they will find is the sign. The proof will be the baby, the cloths, and the manger.

Verse 13
Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels. Compare Revelation 5:11-12.
Verse 14
Glory to God. The life of Jesus upon the earth was the fulfillment of their song of praise. Every thought, word, and action of that life was the translation of God's Love into visible forms which humans could see. Jesus brought glory to God and peace on earth. See note on Philippians 4:7 for the true meaning of "peace on earth."

Verse 16
So they hurried off. Note how quickly they respond to the angel's message!

Verse 19
Mary remembered all these things. A mother remembers things connected with her children. Probably the reference here is to what the shepherds told that the angels had said.

Verse 21
When the time came for the baby to be circumcised. See note on Luke 1:59. Jesus lived under the Jewish Law (Galatians 4:4). He obeyed it perfectly. He was circumcised on the "eighth day" [a week after birth], because it was God's Law at that time and was to be obeyed as long as it was in force. [There is no link between circumcision and baptism. Note that: (1) Circumcised Jews were baptized into Christ; (2) Circumcision only applied to males, while both sexes are baptized; (3) There is no Bible basis for saying that one takes the place of the other. Compare notes on Colossians 2:11-12. He was named Jesus. According to Jewish custom, the baby was named at the time of circumcision. The angel had given the name. "Jesus" means Savior. The Hebrew form is "Joshua"—"Jehovah's Salvation."

Verse 22
The ceremony of purification. Thirty-three days after the birth of a male child (sixty-six days for a female child), he was to be presented at the temple with the proper ritual (see Leviticus 12).
Verse 23
Every firstborn male. Compare Numbers 3:13. All the first-born were to be presented to the Lord and redeemed with an offering (Numbers 18:15-16).
Verse 24
To offer a sacrifice. The fact that they offer two birds shows they were poor. The Law (Leviticus 12:6-8) required a lamb for a burnt offering and a pigeon or a dove for a sin offering, but allowed two birds to be substituted by those who could not afford the lamb. Note the Magi had not yet brought their gifts. (see note on Matthew 2:11).
Verse 25
Whose name was Simeon. He was the first prophet to declare that Christ had come. Waiting for Israel to be saved. That Isaiah, the Coming of the Messiah. The Holy Spirit was with him. To give him supernormal knowledge.

Verse 26
And he had been assured by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had promised Simeon that he would live to see the Messiah in person.

Verse 27
Led by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit directed him. Compare Acts 8:29. What the Law required. The ritual of the Law was strictly obeyed, because Jesus lived under the Law.

Verse 28
And gave thanks to God. The "prophetic speeches" of Elizabeth, Mary and Simeon form a chain. Mary sings of the Messiah [who will come through her]; Zechariah praises the salvation of Israel; and Simeon announces a light to the Gentiles. Note Simeon announces Jesus as a suffering Messiah (Luke 2:34-35), who would both destroy and save.

Verse 32
A light to reveal your way. Simeon announces that God's plans include the Gentiles. James later quotes the prophet Amos in Acts 15:15-18. See also Isaiah 9:2; Isaiah 49:6.
Verse 33
Were amazed. That Simeon should know the child, and the things which he was predicting.

Verse 34
For the destruction and salvation of many. Christ destroyed the hopes of those who looked for a political Messiah. Unbelievers would "fall on him" and be broken to pieces (see notes on Matthew 21:42-44). Christ brought a universal Kingdom, prepared for all nations. Many would reach out in faith to seize his act of sacrifice and make themselves part of it. See what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 2:16.
Verse 35
And sorrow, like a sharp sword. Happiness and sorrow will both fill her heart. He would be a king, but he must go by way of the Cross. The preaching of Christ produces either hate or love.

Verse 36
A prophetess named Anna. One who spoke by inspiration. Daughter of Phanuel. Who must have been well known at that time. Of the tribe of Asher. One of the Twelve Tribes, occupying land on the sea coast between Sidon and Carmel.

Verse 37
A widow for eighty-four years. It was not unusual for a girl to marry at twelve years of age, so Anna must have been at least 103 years old at this time. Unusual, but still very possible. She evidently lived inside the temple walls, and probably was given living space because of her holy life.

Verse 38
And spoke about the child. She announced to all that he was the promised child. She knew this by inspiration.

Verse 39
They returned to Galilee. Luke does not mention the visit of the Magi, the escape into Egypt, and the return from there. Matthew tells about this in chapter 2. To their home town of Nazareth. A mountain village in southern Galilee. This will be the home of Jesus until he Isaiah 30 years old.

Verse 40
The child grew and became strong. He experienced human life to its fullest, by growing up in a normal childhood. He was full of wisdom. "The divine nature revealed its own wisdom in proportion to the measure of the bodily growth."—Cyril. See 1 Timothy 3:16. One of the riddles of time, is that the God-man should become a baby, not only in body, but in mind and wisdom as well. (Compare Philippians 2:6-11.)
Verse 41
Went to Jerusalem. The Law required every male Jew to come to the temple at Jerusalem three times a year, for the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles [also called the Feast of Booths, and Succoth; similar to our Thanksgiving]. Women were not required to attend, but they often did, to worship God.

Verse 42
When Jesus was twelve years old. At age twelve, a Jewish boy became a legal adult. From this time on it would be Jesus' personal responsibility to obey the Law.

Verse 43
When the days of the feast were over. The seven days of the Passover week. Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. Because he was preoccupied in his talk with the Jewish teachers.

Verse 44
With the group. People traveled in large groups for protection against wild animals and bandits, as well as to have someone to talk to. Since Jesus had probably been there every year, it would be reasonable for them to think he was somewhere in the crowd of people. Therefore, they did not begin to search for him until the end of the first day's travel.

Verse 46
On the third day. That Isaiah, on the third day after they had last seen him. In the temple. There were porches and rooms in the Women's Court where the teachers of the Law taught classes regularly. Sitting with the Jewish teachers. Some of the greatest teachers in Jewish history lived about this time: Hillel, Simeon, and Gamaliel. Asking questions. This was the normal format for classes.

Verse 49
Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you know that I had to be in my Father's house? They should have come straight to the temple, These words first reveal his consciousness of his "supernormal" birth.

Verse 50
But they did not understand. They thought of him as "their Song of Solomon," and did not understand what he said about his Father's house,

Verse 51
So Jesus went back with them. His heart drew him to the Father's house, but duty called him back to Galilee. [Luke gives this isolated event from Jesus' childhood. There would have been more, if Luke had more to tell. Luke 2:41-52 are all we know of Jesus' early years.]

Verse 52
And Jesus grew. Jesus grew up in a remote province of the Roman Empire, a province conquered by occupation troops, in a little country village whose name was a "proverb" for futility, in poverty and manual labor in a carpenter shop. Perhaps this is God's "SENSE OF HUMOR" (compare 1 Corinthians 1:27-28). But Jesus had the supervision by Mary and Joseph, the Old Testament scriptures, the worship in the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:16), the Feasts in the temple at Jerusalem (Luke 2:41), and the constant communion of his spirit with God, his heavenly Father. Gaining favor. Eighteen years of silence are covered in this verse. Some have questioned how Jesus could gain favor, if he was pure and sinless already. But since he shared our human nature (Romans 8:3), he would be expected to grow and gain favor as humans do. Note that one of Jesus' favorite names for himself was "SON OF MAN."

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
It was the fifteenth year of the rule of Emperor Tiberius. Tiberius was the step-son of Emperor Augustus (Luke 2:1), and followed him as Emperor. Luke gives great detail to pinpoint the date of this. It would be 26 A.D. by our calendar.

Verse 2
Annas and Caiaphas were high priests. The Jews accepted only one high priest, who held that position for life. But Pilate, the Roman governor, had set aside Annas, and appointed Caiaphas, Song of Solomon -in-law of Annas, as high priest in his place. Both were called high priests at the same time. The word of God came to John. This is God's call for John to begin his work. John Isaiah 30 years old at this point, 6 months older than Jesus.

Verse 3
So John went throughout the whole territory. See notes on Matthew 3:1-12.
Verse 7
You snakes! John said this to the Pharisees (Matthew 3:7). 

Verse 10-11
What are we to do, then? The baptized must be taught; and those who baptized them are required to teach them (Matthew 28:19-20). John's answer gives his moral code - which is more concerned with external conduct, while Jesus puts more stress on the inner motives that create the outward conduct. [John preached renewal; Jesus came to make possible a new birth. See notes on Acts 19:1-7.]

Verse 12-13
Some tax collectors. Jews who collected taxes for the Roman Occupation Government. 

Verse 14
Some soldiers also asked him. These were probably Jews or Gentiles converted to Judaism who were part of the Roman army.

Verse 19-20
But John spoke against Governor Herod. See notes on Matthew 14:1-12.
Verse 21-22
Jesus also was baptized. See notes on Matthew 3:13-17. Luke alone points out that Jesus was praying when heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit came down like a dove. Luke shows Jesus praying at each crisis in his life.

Verses 23-38
When Jesus began his work. Luke gives the Genealogy of Jesus, and this is compared with Matthew's Genealogy in notes on Matthew 1:1-17. Luke evidently gives the family record of Mary, since Heli was her father, Joseph's father was Jacob. This was "standard practice" to state it as Luke does, and the Jews, who were very accurate about such things, did not dispute either set of "family records." He was the Song of Solomon, so people thought, of Joseph. Joseph was Jesus' LEGAL father, and perhaps only Mary and Joseph [at this time] knew the Miraculous Birth of Jesus. [See note on Matthew 27:56 about the difficulty of tracing names at this time.]

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
And was led by the Spirit into the desert. See notes on Matthew 4:1-11.
Verse 14
Then Jesus returned to Galilee. For the events before the return, see note on Matthew 4:12. And the power of the Holy Spirit was with him. He had conquered Satan in the Temptation. Conquering evil gives new strength.

Verse 15
He taught in their synagogues. See note on Matthew 4:23. Synagogue: the place where Jews met every Sabbath day for their public worship; it was also used as a social center and as a school for Jewish children during week days.

Verse 16
He went as usual to the synagogue. All religious Jews went to the Sabbath worship. This was a "ready made" opportunity for Jesus to teach. Compare Matthew 13:53-58 and see notes there. Matthew probably gives a different visit, making at least two visits with similar events. He stood up to read. Anyone could read, and he did grow up here.

Verse 17
The book of the prophet Isaiah. There were regular readings for each Sabbath, and this one was partly in the book of Isaiah. [Scroll: a book made by gluing pages together to form long strips, which were rolled up for storage.] And found the place. He read from Isaiah 61:1-3. [The quotation agrees more closely with the Septuagint, with a few words from Isaiah 58:6.] Note how accurately this describes his mission.

Verse 20
Jesus rolled up the scroll. After doing this, he gave it back to the attendant who was responsible for the building and its furniture. and sat down. It was the custom to stand while reading, and to sit while teaching. Had their eyes fixed on him. One who "grew up there" was about to teach them for the first time, Since the "news about him spread throughout all that territory," there would be unusual interest in what he was about to say. His mother, brothers, sisters, and perhaps Joseph [since the date of his death is not known] were probably all here at the synagogue.

Verse 21-22
This passage of scripture has come true today. By his reading of it, and by his mission. We are not told all he taught, but the people were well impressed with him. Isn't he the son of Joseph? A "sour note" creeps in. Compare Matthew 13:54-58 : John 6:42. Joseph was his "FOSTER FATHER," but probably no one knew this but Mary and Joseph [and of course, Jesus himself]. They were both astonished and impressed by the words he spoke, and annoyed that one so "common" [he was a local boy] would teach them!

Verse 23-24
Doctor, heal yourself. He answers the whispers and the unspoken words in their minds. They had heard the news of his fame, but he is just a poor young man from a poor family to them. A prophet is never welcomed in his own home town. "Familiarity breeds contempt."
Verses 25-27
Listen to me. He points out that Elijah saved a Sidonian widow in Zarephath; and Elisha healed Naaman, a Syrian leper. He points to the saving of the Gentiles.

Verses 28-30
Were filled with anger when they heard this. If the Gentiles could be saved, that meant they were as good as they were, and this filled them with rage! (Compare Acts 22:22.) Dragged Jesus out of town. In their anger, they are going to kill him. (Compare notes on Matthew 5:21-22.) But he walked through the middle of the crowd. He is calm, cool; they are wild with anger. This is not really a miracle. His majesty surprises and dazzles them.

Verse 31
Then Jesus went to Capernaum. Nazareth was in the hills; Capernaum was in the concavity of Lake Galilee.

Verses 33-37
There was a man in the synagogue. See notes on Mark 1:21-27. Matthew does not give this account.

Verse 38-39
Simon's mother-in-law was sick. See notes on Matthew 8:14-17.
Verse 43
I must preach . . . in other towns also. See notes on Matthew 8:14-17.
05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
While the people pushed their way up to him. When people have not been made prejudiced by false teachers, they are usually eager to hear the Word. Lake Gennesaret. Another name for Lake Galilee [also called Lake Tiberias].

Verse 2
He saw two boats. They belonged to Peter and Andrew; and James and John. See notes on Matthew 4:18-22.
Verse 3
It belonged to Simon. We know him better as Peter. And taught the crowd. He sat in the fishing boat to teach, so the crowd could not push against him.

Verse 4-5
Out farther to the deep water. Where the fish are. Let your nets down for a catch. This is Jesus' promise that they will catch fish. But if you say so. They had worked hard all night without catching any fish, but if Christ says Song of Solomon, he will try again. Note that Simon Peter was already a disciple of Jesus (John 1:40-42).
Verse 6
That the nets were about to break. "The schools of fish in Lake Galilee are things of wonder, black masses hundreds of yards long, as thick as they could pack themselves together, with their black fins sticking up out of the water. Any net would strain to hold such a heavy load."

Verse 8
He fell on his knees before Jesus. Amazed and frightened by the miracle which brought the fish into their nets.

Verse 10
Jesus said to Simon. He speaks to Simon, but he intends this for the others also (Matthew 4:19).
Verse 11
Left everything, and followed Jesus. They were already disciples (John 1:40-42), but had continued to go on fishing. Now they will follow Jesus personally. From now on they will be catching men for Jesus. Together they will "let the nets down" at Pentecost, and harvest a large number.

Verses 12-16
A man who was covered with leprosy. See notes on Matthew 8:1-4.
Verses 17-26
Some Pharisees and teachers of the Law. See notes on Matthew 9:1-8.
Verses 27-39
And saw a tax collector named Levi. We know this man better as Matthew. See notes on Matthew 9:9-17. All the "inner circle" of disciples had been disciples of John the Baptist, who then left him to follow Christ (Acts 1:20-21). All had continued to work at their jobs until this official call from Jesus. Matthew Levi, too, leaves everything to follow Jesus. Then Levi had a big feast in his house. To have Jesus meet his fellow tax-collectors. (See note on Matthew 9:10.) The disciples of John fast frequently. [Fast: to go without food for a while as a religious duty.] But your disciples eat and drink. They said this to scold Jesus [and his disciples] for attending this feast. Jesus shows that "fasting" should not be an empty formality, but should be done with real meaning, But it is "out of place" at some times. And no one wants new wine after drinking old wine. This is the final answer to the question in Luke 5:33. Only Luke tells this. The disciples of John drank the old wine of Jewish orthodoxy, and did not like the new wine of the grace and freedom of the Gospel. Note there is no comparison being made between the old and the new. The point is that the one who drinks the old will not even try the new because he thinks the old is better.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-5
Through some wheat fields on a Sabbath day. For notes on the argument with the Pharisees, see Matthew 12:1-14. [Note: corn is wheat or barley in England; oats in Scotland.]

Verses 6-11
On another Sabbath. For notes about the healing of the crippled hand, see Matthew 12:9-15.
Verse 12
Jesus went up a hill to pray. Jesus prepared for each crisis or important event, by praying.

Verse 13
He called his disciples to him. Out of these, he choses twelve and appoints them to a special work. The word "apostle" means messenger - one sent on a mission. It was not a technical term, but a work description. For notes on this and a comparison of the lists of apostles, see Matthew 10:1-5.
Verses 17-19
Jesus stood on a level place. This leads into Luke's version of the Sermon on the Mount (which Matthew gives in much greater detail). Only Luke tells us the Sermon was preceded by healing the crowds of sick.

Verses 20-23
Happy. These beatitudes are given more fully by Matthew. See notes on Matthew 5:1-12. Kingdom of God. Luke uses this phrase, while Matthew uses Kingdom of heaven. This shows the two phrases are interchangeable and mean the same thing.

Verses 24-26
But how terrible for you who are rich now. Matthew does not give these. Jesus lists four "horrors" which are the exact opposite of the beatitudes he had just given, and the meaning will be found in the comparison. Rich now. Those who are so much "IN LOVE" with this present "world" that they have become proud, arrogant, and unteachable. Such as these disqualify themselves for Christ's spiritual Kingdom. Full now. Those who are completely satisfied with material things. They have no deep sense of spiritual need, no desire to be "put right" with God. Because they have made this world their "god," they will go hungry when all that is material is stripped away. Laugh now. Not ordinary laughter, but those who make their sin and rebellion against God a hilarious frolic. These will not laugh when Jesus Comes and the dead are raised! Compare Revelation 6:12-17. When all men speak well of you. This is said specifically to the disciples. It is the exact opposite of Luke 6:22. Whoever structures his life to please God will meet people who will hate, reject, and insult him, [as they did to Christ]. To get all men to speak well of you, you must join the false prophets. [These four "horrors" can be understood as four types of people. (1) Those who worship riches. (2) Those delighted with this present life. (3) Those who live only for pleasure. (4) Those who live only to get praise and glory.]

Verses 27-36
Love your enemies. See notes on Matthew 5:38-48.
Verse 37-38
Do not judge others. See notes on Matthew 7:1-2.
Verse 39
One blind man cannot lead another one. See note on Matthew 15:14.
Verse 40
No pupil is greater than his teacher. See note on Matthew 10:24. This also must be understood in view of Luke 6:37. Jesus did not come to "judge" (John 12:47-48), but to save. Every Christian must follow his example.

Verse 41-42
Why do you look at the speck. An example to show how stupid this "judging" really is! Many who want to reform the world, need first to reform and clean up their own lives. Note that Jesus uses "HUMOR."

Verses 43-45
A healthy tree does not bear bad fruit. Whatever a man really is will show up in his actions. See notes on Matthew 7; Matthew 15-21.
Verses 46-49
Why do you call me, Lord, Lord? Many fool themselves by being "all talk and no action" [even though they do things which they think are important]. See notes on Matthew 7:21-27. Dug deep. Luke adds that the one man dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. The foolish man built his house on the ground, without laying a foundation. We must build on The Rock who is Christ our Lord, The declaration of faith (Matthew 16:16) must be believed in our hearts (Romans 10:9-10) and declared with our lips for us to build on the Rock (Matthew 16:18; Mark 16:16) and be saved.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-10
A Roman officer there had a servant. For notes on the healing of this servant, see Matthew 8:5 to Matthew 13:11. Soon afterward Jesus went to a town named Nain. Only Luke tells of this "raising from death." Nain was a town on the northwest slope of "Little Hermon," about twenty-five miles south of Capernaum.

Verse 12
Just as he arrived at the gate of the town. Most towns in the Middle East had walls and a gate. He met the funeral procession coming out. The dead were always carried out of a Jewish town to be buried outside. The dead man. He was being carried in an open coffin, covered with a cloth. [SOROS = coffin; bier; urn; a stand on which a corpse is carried.] The only son. A bitter loss. Compare Jeremiah 6:26; Amos 8:10.
Verse 13
His heart was filled with pity. Jesus really loved people. He had pity toward those who were sad and in need. Compare Matthew 14:14.
Verse 14
And touched the coffin. This signaled them to stop. Get up! This is the first time he commanded the dead to "get up!" Compare the raising of Jairus' daughter (Matthew 9:18-26); and the raising of Lazarus ( John 11). Imagine the amazement of the crowd, also of the disciples!

Verse 15
The dead man sat up. Jesus speaks and the miracle is done! Language cannot express the feelings of this moment.

Verse 16-17
Everyone was filled with fear. They are shocked and astonished to see the dead man get up. A great prophet has appeared among us! Even the Twelve had not yet declared his Messiahship. Through all the country. All Palestine. Even John the Baptist, in prison east of the Dead Sea, seems to have heard about this.

Verses 18-33
And sent them to the Lord to ask him. John the Baptist had already identified Jesus as the Messiah (John 1:31-34). But the Jews expected a political Messiah, and John wonders why Jesus does not overthrow Herod and the Romans, declare himself king, and release him from prison. See notes on Matthew 11:2-19.
Verse 36
A Pharisee invited Jesus. Only Luke gives this anointing, and it is not the same as the one in Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8, in which Mary was the woman. This event is early in the ministry of Jesus, before the gap between himself and the Pharisees became so severe they could not be friendly with each other. Jesus would eat with Pharisees and tax collectors alike. Pharisees are described in Luke 18:9-14. Johnson says: "We must imagine the guests arriving, Simon greeting each one with a hug and kiss [this was the custom], having slaves to wash their feet [it was dusty and they wore sandals], pouring olive oil over their heads to moisten the parched skin [which also was the custom ‘]. But one guest is ignored, he is a poor Prayer of Manasseh, not a Pharisee, invited as an act of snobbish pride. He gets no kiss of greeting, no hug; no slave washes his feet, but of course a poor man would not expect such things."

Verse 37
A woman . . . sinful life. The language implies she was a prostitute in Capernaum. She heard that Jesus. The fame of Jesus was the talk of the town. She believed there was mercy, even for her. So she brought. The room where they were eating had no door, but the whole front of it was open, making it easy to slip in.

Verse 38
And stood behind Jesus. Rather than sitting up, these people lay on their side on a couch when they ate a feast. She stands behind him, at his feet [which stick out behind the couch]. Crying and wetting his feet. These are tears of repentance, with a deep sense of sin, and a strong hope of mercy and forgiveness. She dried his feet with her long hair, and poured the perfume on them.

Verse 39
When the Pharisee. He was surprised that Jesus would not drive her away. He said to himself. Simon decides in his own mind that Jesus: (1) either does not know what this woman is - which no true prophet could fail to know; (2) or he knows it and still lets her touch him - which defiles him, and no true prophet would allow this. Therefore, Simon decides Jesus is not a prophet at all.

Verses 40-43
40-43. Jesus spoke up. He answers the unspoken question of Simon. Two men who owed money. This is a parable - using common things to teach spiritual truth. Neither could pay him back. Both were helpless, as we all are before God. So he canceled the debts. This is GRACE: an undeserved favor. Which one, then? Grace brings love. Will one love him more than the other? The one who was forgiven more. This is Simon's evaluation. By it he judges himself.

Verses 44-46
I came into your home. Jesus shows the sharp contrast between Simon and the woman. Simon refused him water; she gave him her tears [which Augustine calls the blood of her heart. ]. Simon would not greet him with a kiss; she kissed his feet. Simon refused to provide oil for his head; she covered his feet with expensive perfume. Simon treated Jesus as a servant; she treated him as a king. [The water for the feet, the kiss, and the oil for the head were normal etiquette in that part of the world.]

Verses 47-50
I tell you, then. "Simon, if the one who was forgiven more will love more, this woman's great love proves she has been forgiven, because she had a lot to be forgiven for." [Simon thinks of the woman as very sinful and doubts her repentance; and thinks of himself as not a sinner at all.] Your sins are forgiven. Jesus rewards her faith and love by pronouncing her forgiven. Who is this? That Isaiah, what right does this man have to forgive sins? But Jesus said to the woman. Jesus ignores their questions. He tells her to go in peace. He has given her back her dignity. LESSON FOR US: (1) Some may feel more guilt, but all are equally unable to cancel the guilt of sin. (2) Christ can forgive. (3) "Decent" people may not recognize their deep need. (4). Not sin itself, but awareness of sin forgiven produces love. Gratitude is based on appreciation; and appreciation is based on a sense of need. Simon had no sense of need, did not ask to be forgiven, and received no forgiveness. The woman knew her need, came to Jesus, and was put right with God.

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Jesus traveled through towns and villages. A tour of missions. Only Luke tells us about this. 

Verse 2
And so did some women. The fact that these women were part of the group who went along with Jesus was contrary to Jewish custom. The teachers of the Law did not believe women should be taught spiritual matters. Jesus breaks down all barriers (Galatians 3:28). Mary. There is no reason at all to think that she was the woman at Simon's house (Luke 7:37). She was one of the most devoted friends of Christ, and was first to see him when he raised from death (John 20:16). The women named all must have had wealth and influence. [On demon possession, see note on Matthew 4:24; Matthew 8:28-29. ]

Verse 3
Joanna. Nothing more is known of her. Note that her husband was an officer in Herod's court, which shows her social standing. [Herod Antipas. See note on Matthew 2:1.] Susanna. Mentioned only here. Who used their own resources. Note that they financed this tour of missions. What they were doing was unusual, but the customs of Palestine permitted them to do this [without scandal] to show their gratitude and devotion.

Verses 4-15
4-15. A man went out to sow his seed. For notes on this parable, see Matthew 13:1-23.
Verses 16-18
No one lights a lamp and covers it. See notes on Matthew 5:15; Mark 4:21-25. Mark says: "Pay attention to what you hear. " Luke says: "Be careful, then, how you listen. " What we hear depends upon how we listen.

Verses 19-21
Jesus' mother and brothers came to him. See notes on Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:21.
Verses 22-25
One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples. For notes on the Calming of the Storm, see Matthew 8:23-27.
Verses 26-39
A man from town who had demons in him. See notes on Matthew 8:28-34. The incident with the pigs proves the demons were not "make-believe." [Some scholars believe such demon possession disappeared after 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was destroyed.]

Verses 40-56
Then a man named Jairus arrived. This was the second time Jesus raised a person from death. [The first is in Luke 7:1-17.] For notes on Jairus' daughter and the woman who touched Jesus' cloak, see Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43.
09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-6
Jesus called the twelve disciples together. The "sending out" of the Twelve is given in the greatest detail by Matthew. See notes on Matthew 10:1-15.
Verses 7-9
Herod, the ruler of Galilee. [Herod Antipas. See note on Matthew 2:1.] For notes on Herod's confusion, see Matthew 14:1-12.
Verses 10-17
They went off by themselves. See notes on Matthew 14:13-27 about the Feeding of the Five Thousand. Bethsaida. This is Bethsaida-Julias, at the top of Lake Galilee, near where the Jordan flows into it. [The other Bethsaida was on the western shore of the lake, near Capernaum.] Matthew tells us they were in a lonely place, which was probably the narrow plain of El-Batihah on the eastern shore.

Verses 18-21
One time when Jesus was praying alone. Only Luke mentions that he was praying alone when the disciples came to him and he asked them this question. Who do the crowds say I am? He does not ask this for information, but to "draw out" a declaration of their own faith. See notes on Matthew 16:13-20. You are God's Messiah. Peter says what they all believe. This fact that Jesus is God's Messiah is the foundation stone upon which the church of Christ is built.

Verses 22-27
The Son of Man must suffer much. [Son of Man: see Luke 22:69-70.] This is his first announcement that he must suffer and die. See notes on Matthew 16:20-28.
Verses 28-36
About a week after he had said these things. [A week ends as the eighth day begins.] Luke tells us that Jesus went up a hill to pray, and that while he was praying the Transfiguration took place. See notes on Matthew 17:1 to Matthew 9:31. How he would soon fulfill God's purpose. Not by setting up an earthly kingdom (compare John 6:15), but by dying in Jerusalem (compare John 10:17-18). God's purpose was to make peace through his Son's death (Colossians 1:20). All men take part in Christ's death (2 Corinthians 5:14), and what mankind unconditionally lost in Adam, mankind unconditionally receives in Christ (Romans 5:18-19), so that all who believe can become NEW in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 6). Jesus said: "If you obey my teaching you are really my disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free" (John 8:31-32).
Verses 37-42
Teacher! Look, I beg you, at my son. For the healing of this boy with an evil spirit, see notes on Matthew 17:14-21.
Verses 43-45
Don't forget what I am about to tell you. For this second announcement of his death, see notes on Matthew 17:22-23.
Verses 46-50
As to which one of them was the greatest. See notes on Matthew 18:1-6. John spoke up. See notes on John's statement in Mark 9:38-40.
Verse 51-52
As the days drew near. The time when he must suffer and die. Set out on his way to Jerusalem. He knew what he must face there, but he has made up his mind, and will do as God wants him to do. It is impossible to know the exact time frame here. This seems to be still early in Jesus' public ministry. Luke must intend to show that Jesus was aware of the Cross long before he came to it, and that this Cross fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. Compare Luke 24:25-26. He sent messengers ahead of him. To find a place to stay for the night. Went into a Samaritan village. Josephus says the Galileans usually went through Samaria on their way to Jerusalem for the Feasts. The Samaritans and the Jews hated each other.

Verse 53-54
Would not receive him. The reason given for this is that it was plain he was going to Jerusalem. Perhaps if he had planned to stay there and teach and heal, they would have received him. Lord, do you want us to call fire down? To refuse to receive a religious teacher was considered the same as rejecting his teaching. The two "Men of Thunder" (Mark 3:17) are ready to destroy the whole village. Religious enthusiasm has caused people to sin by persecuting others. [But compare Elijah, 2 Kings 2:9-12.]

Verse 55
Jesus turned and rebuked them. He had not come to destroy, but to save! [A few manuscripts add: "You don't know what kind of Spirit you belong to; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them. "]

Verses 57-62
A certain man said to Jesus. This must have happened many times. See notes on Matthew 8:18-22. Matthew identifies this man as a teacher of the Law. I will follow you. That Isaiah, become a disciple and travel with Jesus. But the Son of Man. The Messiah (see note on Matthew 10:23). Jesus tests this man's sincerity by pointing out the hardships. Jesus had no permanent home, and often spent the night out in the open. He said to another man. A disciple. See note on Matthew 8:21. Let the dead bury their own dead. This disciple may have been an apostle who wanted to stay with his father until his father's death. Preaching the Kingdom of God has the very highest priority. Let the world take care of its own duties. And then keeps looking back. This was not just "saying good-bye" to his family. This man feels he cannot leave his family. A believer, ready to be buried with Christ in baptism, who goes home to talk it over with unbelieving relatives, has a good chance of being talked out of doing it. See Matthew 10:34-39 and notes there.

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
The Lord chose another seventy-two men. [A few manuscripts say seventy.] Only Luke tells this. It must have taken place after the events already given. Seventy-two may have been a symbolic number, and Grotius, et. al, connect it with the seventy-two members of the Sanhedrin. Since Jesus had already sent out the Twelve (Luke 9:1), it proves the deep influence of his teaching that he could find seventy-two more capable of being sent out. Two by two. So each could give the other "moral support." Also, at least two witnesses were required to establish truth under the Law. To every town and place. It was perhaps six months before his death. He wants to go to every town in person, and he sends these ahead as "advance-men" to prepare the people for his message.

Verse 2
There is a large harvest. See note on Matthew 9:37, where he said this at a different time.

Verses 3-12
Go! He gives them roughly the same instructions as the twelve. See notes on Matthew 10. Matthew gives the most detail, but Luke adds: "Don't stop to greet anyone on the road. " The Jews had a ritual for greeting people, and it took a lot of time [sometimes as much as three hours!]. They cannot spare the time to do this, because there is work to be done. Peace be with this house. They are to greet people with this blessing. [It was the custom for a guest to do this.] If a peace-loving man. The one who deserves this blessing accepts these messengers as guests in his home [he is receptive].

Verses 13-15
How terrible it will be for you. See notes on Matthew 11:20-24. He seems to be repeating what he had said at a different time, to point out the sin of rejecting the Lord's messengers.

Verse 16
Whoever listens to you, listens to me. The Lord works by proxy through his people. See note on Matthew 10:40.
Verses 17-20
The seventy-two men came back in great joy. Luke seems to emphasize the work of these seventy-two. How long they had been out on their mission is not known. Even the demons obeyed us. Jesus gave a promise to the Twelve (Matthew 10:8), and must have repeated it to the seventy-two. They used the power of Christ's name. See note on Mark 9:38-40. I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. It may be that Christ refers to the original fall of Satan. But it may also be prophetic, speaking of the fall of Satan which will take place in the victory of the Cross. See 1 John 3:8 : Revelation 20:1-3. So that you can walk on snakes and scorpions. This sounds a lot like the language of Mark 16:17-18. It is a promise of victory. And over all the power of the Enemy. This shows the snakes and scorpions are symbolic. But don't be glad. Pride causes Satan's original fall, Because your names ate written in heaven. The most important reason to be glad is that we are God's people!

Verse 21-22
Father . . . I thank you. He said this more than once. See notes on Matthew 11:25-27. 

Verse 23-24
23-24. How fortunate you are. See notes on Matthew 13:16-17. He probably said this more than once. 

Verses 25-29
25-29. A certain teacher of the Law. Only Luke tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan, the Lost Song of Solomon, and the Rich Man and Lazarus. Tried to trap Jesus. His motive was not right. What must I do? Jesus told people to turn from sin. This man did not think he had any sin. What do the Scriptures say? This is the place to find God's answers. You must love the Lord your God. This teacher knew the Scriptures and gave the correct answer. Do this and you will live. True worship to God includes "practicing what you preach." Jesus said: "Whoever loves me will obey my message" (John 14:23). Wanted to put himself in the right. He had a "guilty conscience." He does not love his fellow Prayer of Manasseh, Song of Solomon, he asks: Who is my fellow man? Jesus gives a parable in answer.

Verses 30-37
There was a man. A Jew, from Jerusalem. Who was going down. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends over 3,000 feet in eighteen miles. When robbers attacked him. This road was dangerous to travel, for just that reason. Stripped him, and beat him up. They took everything he had, and left him in serious condition from the beating. That a priest was going down. Jericho was a city of priests. A priest ought to be a holy Prayer of Manasseh, and the Law commanded mercy and help. In the same way a Levite. A Levite served in the temple as an assistant to the priests. He even goes over and looks at the wounded Prayer of Manasseh, before going on his way. But a certain Samaritan. To get the full impact of this, you must remember that Jews and Samaritans hated each other! "Jews will not use the same dishes that Samaritans use" (John 4:9). If anyone had an excuse to pass this man by, it was the Samaritan. His heart was filled with pity. Note the contrast between the Samaritan and the others. His "pity" makes him go out of his way to help this man. He gives him "first aid," puts him on his own animal [and perhaps has to walk himself], takes him to an inn, stays the night with him, and pays the bill out of his own pocket. [Inns are described in note on Luke 2:7.] Two silver coins. This was two day's pay at this time. And he promised to pay more. Which one of these three. Clearly, the one who was kind. The teacher of the Law cannot escape this. You go, then, and do the same. The teacher of the Law MUST show this same spirit of help to everyone! All who need help are our "fellow man." Christianity must submit to no barriers of race or sect or political ideology.

Verse 38
He came to a certain village. This is Bethany, home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. We do not know the exact time this happened. It might have been on his last trip to Jerusalem.

Verse 39
Who sat down at the feet of the Lord. We see Martha "rushing around," preparing the meal; while Mary sits at his feet, listening to his teaching. But there is not as much difference between the two women as seems to be.

Verse 40
Lord, don't you care? Martha thinks she has a problem, and she "lets this grow" until she speaks sharply to Jesus. Sometimes we can bear the heaviest sorrows, and then stumble over some little thing. Martha was a good woman.

Verse 41-42
You are worried and troubled over so many things. The Africans have a proverb: "Don't sell your elephant to buy medicine for your cat. " But just one is needed. The important thing was the "bread of life." Mary has chosen the right thing. Jesus can be with them only a short time, and it is not too important whether he gets a feast or a piece of bread. But his teaching will stay with them all their lives, and so it has the greatest importance! We must learn to classify things according to their importance. If something must go undone, it ought to be of less importance.

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
One time Jesus was praying in a certain place. Luke does not tell where or when this happened. But it seems to tie in with the Sermon on the Mount. Lord, teach us to pray. Matthew gives this "model prayer" in Matthew 6:9-13. See notes there.
Verses 5-8
Friend, let me borrow three loaves of bread. Jesus gave this parable to teach that we should not be ashamed to keep on asking God for what we need. Compare Matthew 7:7-11; also the parable of the Widow and the Judges, Luke 18:1-8. My children and I are in bed. He cannot get up without waking them up. Because you are not ashamed to keep on asking. How much more we ought to EXPECT from our Father in heaven!

Verses 9-13
Ask, and you will receive. See note on Matthew 7:7-11. Luke does not give a "chronological history," and these events are "out of sequence." Will give the Holy Spirit. Matthew says: "good things. " The Holy Spirit is the best possible gift. Compare John 3:5; John 7:37-39; Acts 2:38.
Verses 14-26
It is Beelzebul . . . who gives him the power. See notes on Matthew 12:22-29; Matthew 12:43-45. This conversation took place in Galilee.

Verse 27-28
How happy is the woman. This woman who speaks, comes closer to the worship of the human mother of Christ, than anyone else in the New Testament. Jesus rebukes her, and points out that it is not his human mother, but rather those who hear the word of God and obey it, who are HAPPY. [On the meaning of "happy," see note on Matthew 5:3.] 

Verses 29-32
They ask for a miracle. See notes on Matthew 12:38-42.
Verses 33-36
And then hides it. See notes on Matthew 5:15; Matthew 6:22-23. If, then, your whole body is full of light. Symbolic of the Christian's influence. See Matthew 5:16. Also symbolic of eternal glory (Matthew 13:43).
Verse 37-38
37-38. A Pharisee invited him to eat with him. Jesus did not hesitate to mix with all classes of people. Was surprised when he noticed. The Jews had a special ritual for washing their hands. Jesus had not followed this ritual before eating. See notes on Matthew 15:2; Mark 7:2-5.
Verses 39-52
So the Lord said to him. Jesus may have said this more than once. See notes on a similar lesson in Matthew 23:1-36. Luke 11:41 is only given by Luke. The Jewish leaders hated everybody who was not a part of their own group, especially the poor. Compare what Jesus taught in Matthew 25:31-46. You are like unmarked graves. Touching a grave made a person "ritually unclean," so graves were whitewashed just before Feast Days, so they could be clearly seen. You make fine tombs. See note on Matthew 23:29-30. You have kept the key. They did this by teaching lies which prevent people from believing in Christ. Compare Matthew 23:13 and note there; also 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16.
Verse 53-54
Trying to lay traps for him. Compare Matthew 22; John 8, 10, for details of how they tried to trap Jesus.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-5
As thousands of people crowded together. This is one of the statements which show the great influence of Christ on the people. [See also Mark 1:33; Mark 2:2; Mark 3:9; Mark 6:31; etc.] This sermon is almost identical to the one in Matthew. Be on guard against the yeast. Symbolic of the spirit of the Pharisees. Religion can easily become only ritual and hypocrisy. See note on Matthew 16:6. Whatever Is covered up. For notes on Luke 12:2-5, see Matthew 10:26-28. The houses had flat roofs which made a "stage" for someone to speak and attract attention.

Verses 6-9
Aren't five sparrows sold for two pennies? Sparrows were the cheapest birds sold. See notes on Matthew 10:29-33,
Verse 10
Will not be forgiven. For notes on the "unforgiveable sin," see Matthew 12:31-32.
Verse 11-12
When they bring you to be tried in the synagogues. A promise of supernormal help. See notes on Matthew 10:19-20.
Verse 13-14
A man in the crowd said to him. Only Luke gives this parable of the Rich Fool. Tell my brother. Whether this man's brother had been unfair or not, isn't told. But the parable shows that the one who said this was motivated by greed. He wants Jesus on his side to be able to force the brother to give in to his demands. Prayer of Manasseh, who gave me the right? The Lord's business was not to help secure land and money for others. His mission was to save. [There were legal authorities to handle such things. But note what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:1-6.]

Verse 15
Guard yourselves from all kinds of greed. Money is not the problem, but the love of money (1 Timothy 6:10). A man's true life. Comfort, happiness, and especially eternal things do not depend upon how much we have of material wealth. Many have sacrificed health to gain wealth, only to be forced to sacrifice wealth to attempt to regain health.

Verses 16-19
Then Jesus told them this parable. To show that riches are no protection. A rich man had land. No hint that this man was dishonest. He worked hard for what he had. What can I do? His riches were in the form of perishable foodstuffs. Where I will store the grain and all my other goods. Notice his intention to hoard his surplus, instead of using it for the good of others. Selfishness is the beginning of his foolishness. You have all the good things you need for many years. His second serious mistake is to forget that we are all transients in this life. Take life easy. His third error is ignore his spiritual needs. It is not his wealth which is wrong, but his attitude toward it, and what it symbolizes to him.

Verse 20-21
You fool! His fellow men may have thought he was wise, but he is a fool in God's view. This every night you will have to give up your life. He thought he had long years ahead of him, but instead his life is terminated! He thought he was secure, but he dies unprepared. [Note that the same Greek word is translated life or soul by its meaning in a sentence.] This is how it is. Every man is a fool, who worships riches as an idol, and neglects the One True God. See note on Matthew 6:24.
Verses 22-31
Do not be worried. These verses about Trust in God are almost identical to those in Matthew 6:25-34. See notes there.

Verse 32
Do not be afraid, little flock. The flock of sheep is safe only because of the Shepherd's protection. Jesus is the True Shepherd (John 10:1-16). Your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom. This is both the Kingdom/church now (Matthew 16:18; Colossians 1:13), and the promise of "new heavens and a new earth" (2 Peter 3:13).
Verse 33
Sell all your belongings. The Lord does not intend to say that everyone should take a "vow of poverty." He shows that the only way to store up wealth is to use it for good. Compare Acts 2:45. See notes on Matthew 6:19-21.
Verses 35-46
Be ready for whatever comes. People in the East wore long robes, which had to be tucked under their belts to get ready to travel. See notes on Matthew 24:42-44. And your lamps lit. See notes on Matthew 25:3-8. They will open the door for him at once. The master returning from a wedding feast would be expecting his servants to "wait up on him." If they were asleep, or unprepared, it would take them a long time to answer. Knew the time when the thief would come. See notes on Matthew 24:43-44. Peter said. Peter sometimes did not know just how far Jesus intended his parables to apply. Compare notes on Matthew 18:21-22. Who, then, is the faithful and wise servant? See notes on Matthew 24:45-51.
Verse 47-48
The servant who knows. This servant deliberately sins. But the servant who does not know. This servant sins through ignorance. This parable points especially to those who listen to Jesus and were pleased with what he said, but made no attempt to learn its meaning or apply it to their lives. The greatest work is to believe in Christ (John 6:29). The greatest sin is to reject Christ (Matthew 12:31-32). Degrees of reward and punishment become meaningless when compared with Eternal Joy or Eternal Punishment.

Verse 49
I came to set the earth on fire. Conflict and persecution would be the effect of preaching the Good News. When Truth is put into the hands of a Prayer of Manasseh, he MUST decide what to do with it! See notes on Matthew 10:34-37. How I wish it were already kindled. Some see in this the opposition of the Jewish leaders which leads to the Cross. But Jesus seems to point beyond to the beginning of his church on Pentecost. Compare Hebrews 2:9-10.
Verse 50
I have a baptism to receive. This is symbolic of the events presented in the act of the Cross. How distressed I am. He anticipated the heavy load of the Crucifixion. Compare Hebrews 5:7-10.
Verses 51-53
Not peace, I tell you, but division. Following Jesus sometimes "tears us loose" from both people and things we love. See note on Matthew 10:34.
Verses 54-56
When you see a cloud coming up. The Jewish Age was about to close. See notes on Matthew 16:2-3.
Verses 57-59
Why do you not judge for yourselves. They had enough information, and they could see all that was taking place. If a man brings a lawsuit against you. This is another example of doing everything you can to be prepared—while you can do it! See notes on Matthew 5:25-26. Until you pay the last penny. This was true of material things. The spiritual lesson is that when you stand before the Judges, it will be too late to solve your problem. Compare Hebrews 4:6-7.
13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Who told Jesus about the Galileans. Jesus teaches in these verses that calamities which happen to God's people are not to be thought of as "special acts of judgment for hidden sin. " Compare James 1:2-4 and also Revelation 6. Only Luke tells of this happening to the Galileans. Fights at the temple and severe reprisals by the Roman soldiers were common. Those who told Jesus about this evidently thought it a judgment.
Verse 3
No! Jesus does not deny that these people were sinners, but he does say with emphasis, that they were no worse than other people. You will all die as they did. He says this to teach them with strong words that only turning from sin [repentance] will save them! (Compare Acts 2:38 and notes.)

Verse 4-5
What about those eighteen in Siloam? Only Luke tells of this. The lesson is the same as before. They were not killed because they were worse sinners. All must turn from sin, or perish! [Siloam was a suburb of Jerusalem, south of the city.]

Verses 6-9
A man had a fig tree. A common fruit. It symbolizes the entire Jewish nation here. But found none. They did not honor God with their lives! Look, for three years. This is how long Jesus had been teaching and preaching. The people should have listened and honored God. Cut it down! There is no hope of it beginning to bear fruit. Just this one year. Give it one last chance to be fruitful. The last months of Christ's ministry would end in his rejection and crucifixion. Then the doom of the nation was finalized! 

Verses 10-17
A woman was there. Only Luke tells this healing of the Crippled Woman. A similar healing on the Sabbath is given in Matthew 12:10-13; Mark 3:1-5. That had kept her sick for eighteen years. A demon was the cause of her trouble (see Luke 13:16). When Jesus saw her. She had no thought of being healed. But when Jesus sees her need, he at once heals her. The official of the synagogue. One of the synagogue elders, who called together the congregation, preserved order, and who invited the readers and speakers. Jairus was one (Matthew 9:18). Was angry. He thought Jesus had "broken" the Sabbath. The Law did not say it was wrong to heal on the Sabbath, but Jewish Tradition did say so. And said to the people. He did not want to scold Jesus, so he scolds the people, expecting Jesus to understand he is really scolding him. There are six days. He is saying the woman should have been healed on a week day. You hypocrites! They would take care of their animals on the Sabbath, but refuse to help a human being. Whom Satan has kept in bonds. Satan brought sin, and sin brought disease into the world. All disease, then, is indirectly from Satan. But this woman's disease was due to an evil spirit. [Demons: see note on Matthew 4:24.]

Verses 18-21
What shall I compare it with? For notes on the parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast, see Matthew 13:31-33.
Verse 22
Jesus went through the towns and villages. Probably in the area called Perea, east of the Jordan river. People often went this way from Galilee to Jerusalem, to detour around Samaria.

Verse 23
Sirach, will just a few people be saved? This question is often asked. Jesus never answers it, but tells each one to make sure of his own salvation. [See the Redeemed in Eternity pictured in Revelation 7:9. ]

Verse 24
Do your best. This implies a maximum amount of effort. [And yet the CAUSE of our salvation is God's ACT in Christ.] Through the narrow door. See note on Matthew 7:13-14. The door of the Kingdom is so narrow that we must leave our many sins and idols behind, to be able to enter.

Verse 25
And close the door. The time of opportunity will expire. If we continue to say "no" to God, we may find the door shut when we decide to enter.

Verse 26-27
We ate and drank with you; you taught in our town! "They heard! Doesn't this merit God's approval???" But faith is obediential (see notes on Matthew 7:22-23).
Verse 28-29
When you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The "fathers" believed and obeyed. See notes on Matthew 8:11-12.
Verse 30
Then those who are now last will be first. The Gentiles had not shared in the Law. The Jew thought the Gentile had no hope, while he himself was sure of salvation. See note on Matthew 20:16.
Verse 31
Some Pharisees came to Jesus. They intended to scare Jesus into hiding, where he could not teach people. Herod Antipas (see note on Matthew 2:1) had already killed John the Baptist.

Verse 32
Go tell that fox. A fox is symbolic of sly cunning. This described the character of Herod, It may be that Herod himself sent the Pharisees to try to scare Jesus. He could not kill Jesus because of his popularity. On the third day. Some think Jesus meant he would be moving on in three days' time. But it is more likely he meant this symbolically, speaking of his teaching mission ending in the glory of the Cross and Resurrection.

Verse 33
To be killed anywhere except in Jerusalem. [John the Baptist was the exception to this, dying in the Machaerus prison in Perea.] Jerusalem (the earthly city) was symbolic of the farces of evil which fight against God (see Revelation 11:8). Jesus would die there, and his church would begin there!

Verse 34-35
Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Jesus may have said this more than once. See notes on Matthew 23:37-39. Now your home will be completely forsaken. God would depart the temple, even though the ritual would continue to go on. The temple was destroyed in 70 A.D, and the ritual ceased.

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
One Sabbath day, Jesus went to eat a meal. The Pharisees had rigid ideas about working on the Sabbath, but they made it a day of feasting. They would say: "Greet the Sabbath with a good appetite; fill your table with fish, meat, and plenty of wine." And people were watching. Jesus is a guest, but they watch closely, hoping to trap him.

Verses 2-6
A man whose legs and arms were swollen. Jesus knows they are watching to see if he will heal this man on the Sabbath. Does our Law allow? The Law of Moses did allow it, but their Tradition said it was wrong. But they would not say a thing. They knew they did not follow what the Law said. Then he said to them. Jesus very plainly points out the fact that they say one thing and do another. See notes on Matthew 12:10-11.
Verses 7-11
So be told this parable. A parable uses common things to teach a spiritual lesson. Do not sit down in the best place. Protocol gave special honor to certain places. Some of the guests were trying to get one of the best places and the honor that went with it. It could happen that someone. If you were "moved down" to a lower place, you would "lose face" [be dis-honored]. Come on up. If you are moved up to a higher seat, you "gain points" [be honored] by this action. Because everyone who makes himself. This is a general law. Why you do something is often more important than what you do. ["It is surprising what you can do, when you don't care who gets the credit for it."] Many fail because they want all the glory and will not cooperate with others.

Verses 12-14
When you give a lunch or a dinner. There is no honor in giving with the thought of being paid back. Helping those who could not possibly pay you back pleases God. "When you give to the poor it is like lending to the Lord, because the Lord will pay you back" (Proverbs 19:17).
Verses 15-24
How happy are those. This is the happiness which God gives. It is a great honor to be "rescued from the power of darkness and brought safe into the Kingdom of Christ" (see Colossians 1:13). But many are not ready and willing for this! Matthew gives a similar parable in Matthew 22:1-14. Come, everything is ready. It was the custom to give the second invitation just as the feast was to begin. John the Baptist gave the first invitation to the Jewish people, Jesus is giving the second. The feast began on Pentecost, The Good News of Christ continues to say: "Come, everything is ready." To make excuses. The excuses show they really didn't want to be guests. The first one told the servant. The excuses are silly! The first claims to have bought a field sight unseen! The second claims to have bought five pairs [yoke = pair] of oxen without testing them out! The third has just gotten married and claims his wife doesn't want to attend! Hurry out to the streets and alleys. The Jewish leaders had "turned down" the invitation. Now another class of people are called. The poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame. The outcasts of society. There were many of them in that part of the world, as there are everywhere. Go out to the country roads and lanes. To the Gentile nations! Make people come In. By using the power of the Good News (Romans 1:16-17). I tell you that none of those. Those who refuse to come, shut themselves out by their own act.

Verse 26-27
Whoever comes to me. See notes on Matthew 10:37-38. Unless he hates his father. This is not "hate" in the sense of "despise, be hostile toward." Jesus says his disciples must hate "himself as well," yet each disciple is told to "love your fellow man as yourself." The meaning is this: we must choose Christ no matter what it costs us to do so!

Verses 28-33
He sits down first and figures out what it will cost. This is just good sense. Before anyone follows Christ, they must learn what it will cost them, because everything that stands between them and Christ must be pushed into the background! But also look at the rewards!!!

Verse 34-35
Salt is good. See notes on Matthew 5:13; Mark 9:50. The Christian is the salt of the earth. The taste is the spirit of love, good will, and self-sacrifice. One who does not have this spirit is worthless to Christ.

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
One time many tax collectors and outcasts. These people came to Jesus in great numbers. Tax collector. They worked for the Roman Occupation Army, and were thought of as traitors to their fellow Jews. Most had been dishonest and made themselves rich. Outcasts. People who had been "suspended" and no longer allowed to be part of the synagogue.

Verse 2
The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. The Pharisees were the orthodox religious leaders. The teachers of the Law were the theologians. And even eats with them! No strict Jew could eat with Gentiles, and these people were classed in with the Gentiles. The Pharisees felt they could not close their eyes to this.

Verses 3-6
Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep. Jesus gives three parables in this chapter to show God's love for his creation. A shepherd who lost one sheep would go out looking for it, even though the ninety-nine were safe. He puts it on his shoulders. A common custom. I am so happy! This is God's attitude when a "lost one" is found! Every servant of Christ should share this happiness when a sinner turns to God.

Verse 7
7. There will be more joy in heaven. The Father, the Song of Solomon, and all the angels! Over one sinner who repents. One who makes up his mind to turn from sin and give his life as a living sacrifice. Than over ninety-nine respectable people. God does not love the ones who are "safe in the pasture" ANY LESS, but the finding of the lost is cause for special joy!

Verses 8-10
Or suppose a woman who has ten silver coins. It is the custom in the East to have a string of coins for a bracelet, necklace, etc. The happiness of finding the lost coin shows the happiness of God and his angels when a lost sinner is found!

Verses 11-13
There was a man who had two sons. The parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin symbolize Christ searching for the lost sinner. This parable of the Lost Son shows the lost sinner bringing himself back to the Father's house. All three show the happiness over the sinner who turns from sin. The story of this man and his two sons touches hearts all the way around the world! In the symbolism, the father is God; the older brother is those who are sanctimonious (sure of their own goodness and who despise everybody else); the younger son is the sinful. [As Jesus tells this, the Pharisees and teachers of the Law are the "older brother," and the tax collectors and the outcasts are the "younger son."] Give me now. A selfish demand. The whole human race has done this! So the man divided the property. By Jewish custom, the older son would get two shares, the younger only one (Deuteronomy 21:17). He went to a country far away. Among strangers who help him spend his money. Where he wasted his money. The sinful life is a wasteful life. It is much worse when we waste our spiritual opportunities.

Verses 14-16
Then a severe famine. The world cannot meet the deep spiritual needs of mankind. To take care of the pigs. This was just about as low as a Jew could get—FEEDING PIGS! [They were religiously unclean animals.] With the bean pods. [The pods of the carob tree.] The bean pods of sin make very poor eating!
Verses 17-19
At last he came to his senses. He could see the mess he was in, and he remembered how it was back home. This is the contrast between sin and salvation. I will get up and go. This decision to get up and go home is repentance. However, note that the younger son in this parable had no high motives in what he did. "He went home because he was hungry, and there was plenty of food at home." I am no longer fit. Notice the hopelessness! The son has no thought of another chance, no hope of being restored. He will be content to just be one of his father's hired workers. [Grace is undeserved favor.]

Verses 20-24
When his father saw him. Up to this point the parable tells a story that has happened many times in this world. Countless people have acted like this younger son. But the real difference in this parable is the Father who waited! The father waiting and watching and while the younger son was still a long way from home, the father saw him! And he ran. No sober dignity! No stern demands! [God runs to meet the sinner who is bringing himself home. See notes on Acts 2:36-38.] Father, the son said. And as the son confesses his sins, the Father is saying: "Hurry! Bring the best robe . . . Put a ring on his finger . . . shoes . . . prize calf . . . but now he is alive!" [God gives everyman the gift of freedom, which can be misused. He waits and hopes for everyman's return. He runs when he sees everyman bringing himself back home. He does not say: "You are only coming back because you are hungry; go back to your pigs until you can become pure and spiritual." It is this HUMILITY of God that the Jewish leaders could not understand. They thought one who had deliberately sinned should not be allowed to come back at all. But God was RUNNING to meet everyman in the historical ACT of the Cross. See 1 Corinthians 2:9 and notes there.]

Verses 25-32
The older son. He is symbolic of the Pharisees and teachers of the Law in Luke 15:2. He is also symbolic of some Christians who fall into the trap which James speaks about (James 4:1-4). The older son is angry, because he sees no reason to forgive the younger son and welcome him back. The Pharisees were angry with Jesus, because he offered MERCY to the tax collectors and outcasts. Some sanctimonious Christians find it hard to be happy when "tax collectors and outcasts," "notorious sinners," and in general "people shunned by their peer group" bring themselves home to Christ. Read the message in these scriptures: 1 John 1:10; James 2:10; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:8; 1 Timothy 1:15; Romans 8:1-4; Galatians 3:27.
16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-3
There was a rich man. The three parables of the 15 th chapter were aimed at the sanctimonious. This one deals with greed, and may have been aimed at the tax collectors who were there. [Many of them were guilty of dishonesty and mismanagement.] Was wasting his master's money. Just like the younger son in chapter 15:13. What is this I hear about you? The manager has betrayed his master by his action. Turn in a complete account. He is fired! And the books will all be audited. What shall I do? He has a few short days yet until the action is final. What can he do to help himself? "Reckless living" has made him too "soft" to work at manual labor. He is too proud to beg.

Verses 4-7
Now I know what I will do. The "way out" of all this comes to him in a flash! So he called in all the people. In order to make friends who will welcome him in their homes. He calls these people to come in and lets them "write off' their debts at reduced rates.

Verse 8
The master of this dishonest manager praised him. Not for his dishonesty, but for his shrewdness in preparing for his future. Are much more shrewd. The shrewd manager knew better how to deal with his master and the debtors [who were probably tenants] under his control, than people of light know how to deal with their God above and their needy brothers here. Central idea: The one point taught in this parable is to use our earthly resources shrewdly to prepare for the time when these very things will fail us.

Verse 9
And so I tell you. We are managers of the worldly wealth which God gives us. We must not waste it, nor hoard it up. We are to use it in a way which meets with God's approval, to make friends in that eternal home. It is true of many things, that we "use it, or lose it!"
Verses 10-12
Whoever is faithful in small matters. A person who is faithful in minor details will not be unfaithful in more important things. If, then, you have not been faithful. Our management of worldly wealth clearly reveals our character and spirit. The true wealth is the Eternal. With what belongs to someone else. This world and all that is in it belongs to God! If we are faithful in our use of God's wealth, he will give us Eternity! See Ephesians 2:8-10.
Verse 13
No servant can be the slave of two masters. See note on Matthew 6:24.
Verse 14
And they made fun of Jesus. They understood Jesus to be attacking greed, and they thought this foolish, because they measured everything in terms of money.

Verse 15
Is worth nothing in God's sight. The things that seem so important in this world, have no value in God's sight. Compare 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.
Verse 16
The Law of Moses and the writings. See notes on Matthew 11:12-13.
Verse 17
But it is easier. See note on Matthew 5:17-18.
Verse 18
Any man who divorcee his wife. Marriage meant little to the Pharisees. See notes on Matthew 19:1-9.
Verse 19
There was once a rich man. Jesus tells this to illustrate the result of a wrong attitude and misuse of worldly wealth. The parable of the Shrewd Manager showed how worldly wealth is to be used; this parable shows the horror which a failure to use worldly wealth properly will bring. [Jesus brings the whole force of his rebuke on the one point of "failure to use." Nothing said about this rich man wasting other people's money nor any hint that he gained his riches dishonestly. To have described him as dishonest or drunken, would have clouded the issue. Here is a good citizen, with no hint of scandal attached to his name. He was "well off," and made no attempt to help anyone else. He spent his worldly wealth pleasing himself, and spent none serving God or helping his fellow man.]

Verse 20
There was also a poor man. In the last stages of his life, this poor man has nothing to keep him alive, but the charity he receives. Named Lazarus. This is the only time Jesus mentions a name in a parable. Lazarus means God a help, and it is symbolic of absolute poverty. Augustine wrote: "Does not Christ seem to you to have been reading in that book where he found the name of the poor man written, but found not the name of the rich? For that book is the Book of Life." [Book of the Living; see note on Revelation 20:14-15. ] The description shows the condition of the helpless poor at that time. The rich man has friends, and servants to wait on him. Lazarus has only dogs. [Dogs: see note on Matthew 7:6.] The whole point is that the rich man gave nothing to Lazarus. The bits of food from the rich man's table was the garbage which would be thrown out on the street.

Verse 22
And was carried by the angels. Not because he was poor, but because he pleased God.

Verse 23
He was In great pain in Hades. Not because he was rich [Abraham was rich], but because he failed to use it shrewdly. Note also that both were Jews, and therefore both people of God. The difference between them in this parable is how they used what they had.

Verse 24
Take pity on me. Note that the rich man was very conscious of his surroundings, and that he could both see and recognize Abraham. [The Jews had a saying: "Abraham sits at the entrance to Hades and will not let his descendants go in there.] He calls on Abraham for help. The conditions of the rich man and Lazarus are sharply reversed in the spirit world. [See note at the end of this chapter.]

Verse 25
Remember, my son. Alford (Greek Testament) says: "Analogy gives us every reason to suppose that in the disembodied state the whole life on earth will lie before the soul in all its thoughts, words, and deeds, like a map of the past journey before a traveler."

Verse 26
There is a deep pit. Permanent and impassible! In the future state, the good and the evil will be separated from each other. [See note at the end of this chapter.]

Verses 27-31
Send Lazarus to my father's house. He first thought of himself. Now he wants to warn his family. This is brought up to emphasize what follows. Your brothers have Moses and the prophets to warn them. The rich man and his brothers thought worldly wealth was the only REALITY. The warning was there, loud and clear, but they did not listen! They will not be convinced. If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, Lazarus returning from the dead would not make them listen. JESUS DID RETURN FROM THE DEAD! But many of the enemies of Jesus paid no attention to it! Compare 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16. [Hades is the Greek name for the world of the dead, and is the same as Sheol in the Old Testament. Hades sometimes means the abyss, a place of punishment for the wicked awaiting judgment (see note on Revelation 9:2). But also in this spirit world of Hades is Paradise—"heaven" before the Judgment. In Hades we see the wicked in great pain; while the good enjoy their rewards. The joys of Paradise were thought of as "the feast in heaven. " After the resurrection and the Judgment, the good will inherit the Eternal Kingdom; while the wicked, death, and the world of the dead (Hades) will be thrown into the lake of fire (see Revelation 20:14-15).]

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1-2
Things that make people fall into sin. See notes on Matthew 18:6-7.
Verse 3-4
If your brother sins, rebuke him. Note that a rebuke and forgiveness are both duties. Compare Galatians 6:1-2. See notes on Matthew 18:15-22.
Verse 5-6
Make our faith greater. The disciples ask for faith to be able to do the things he has just told them. If you had faith as big as a mustard seed. Godet writes: "The only real power of the universe is the divine will. The human will, which has discovered the secret of blending with this force of forces, is raised, in virtue of this union, to omnipotence." But the gap between ourselves and God shows how far we are from that perfect union. See notes on Matthew 14:28-31. [The mulberry tree is a "fig-mulberry," called a sycamine in some versions. It was large, with very deep roots.]

Verses 7-10
Suppose one of you has a servant. This parable is based on the custom of having the same servant work in the fields and in the house. The servant expected to serve his master first, and himself last! The servant does not deserve thanks for obeying orders. There is no special merit in doing what you are supposed to do. It is the same with you. Since in God's sight no one can even fulfill their duty (Psalm 143:2), it is not possible for someone to do more than their duty. One who has great faith has no reason to be proud of what he does! God owes us nothing just because we do a good job. The eternal reward comes through grace, not debt (Romans 11:6; Ephesians 2:4-10). But notice the warning in Romans 6:1-2.
Verses 11-19
As Jesus made his way to Jerusalem. The time of this is uncertain. If this happened on his last tour, it would be just after he left Galilee, before he reached Perea. He went between Samaria and Galilee. From west to east, to cross the Jordan river. He was met by ten lepers. [Leprosy: see notes on Matthew 8:1-2.] Expelled from society, lepers banded together for company and protection. They stood at a distance. The Law required this (Leviticus 13:45-46). Go and let the priests examine you. The priest had to certify the leper as clean (see note on Matthew 8:4). Notice at this point they are still lepers. On the way they were made clean. This was a test of faith. Not one would have been healed, if he disobeyed. But when faith is action, their leprosy is gone! One of them . . . came back. To praise God and to thank Jesus! Where are the other nine? One returns to thank Jesus, and it is the foreigner [a Samaritan]. The others, saved from a living death, ate seen no more. Your faith has made you well. God says in effect: "You move, and I will bless you." This man's faith also showed itself in love.

Verse 20-21
When the Kingdom of God would come. These Pharisees, and the Jewish people, expected a political kingdom with the power and glory of David's kingdom restored to Israel. Compare note on Acts 1:6. In such a way as to be seen. It was not to be material and visible. Is within you. "You are in fact the slaves of the master you obey" (Romans 6:16). The Kingdom of God is made up of people who have yielded their heart and loyalty to Christ—have become his disciples.
Verses 22-24
When you will wish you could see. In their restless eagerness to see a visible kingdom, many would be tempted to follow false prophets and false Messiahs. He warns them against this, telling them that just as the lightning lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will be his visible Second coming! "Look, he is coming with the clouds! Everyone will see him, including those who pierced him" (Revelation 1:7).
Verse 25
But first he must suffer. See notes on Luke 24:25-27.
Verses 26-37
As it was in the time of Noah. This is similar to parts of Matthew 24:17-41. See notes there. Remember Lot's wife! By delaying and looking back, as they were fleeing Sodom, she lost her life. Compare notes on Matthew 24:16-18. Where, Lord? They still thought the things he spoke about were a local prediction. Jesus gave a proverbial answer. Sin will draw punishment and destruction to itself! Compare note on Matthew 24:28.
18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1
To teach them that they should always pray. Prayer is a right, not a duty. And never become discouraged. God knows our needs, much better than we do. But he wants us to ask him and to praise him, just as we want our children to talk to us. See Ephesians 6:18.
Verse 2-3
There was a judge. Judges in the East were notorious for being dishonest and taking bribes. And there was a widow. In the East, a widow was almost totally helpless, unless she had powerful friends. The Bible presents God as a friend to the widow and the orphan. Help me against my opponent. She had an enemy against whom she was helpless.

Verse 4-5
For a long time. The judge had no high motives, and she had no money to bribe him. This is important, because it builds up to the "punch line." Yet because of all the trouble. She kept on "nagging" him, and finally he did what she wanted, even though there was nothing in it for him.

Verses 6-8
Listen to what the corrupt judge said. This is the application of the parable—the "punch line," Will God not judge in favor of his own people? If a corrupt and dishonest judge would finally act because of the continual "nagging" of this widow, Jesus says, what about a God who loves you??? Will he be slow to help them? God will not act like the judge in this parable. He will answer right away! [But note God does not always answer yes; sometimes he says no, or wait a while—just as we do with our own children.] Find faith on earth when he comes? Not "The Faith," but the kind of faith the widow showed in going to the judge again and again! The Lord is distressed by the unbelief of those who believe! See note on Matthew 17:17. [Christians will be alive and waiting when Jesus returns. See notes on 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18.]

* Some MSS add Luk 18:36.

Verse 9
Jesus also told this parable. He must mean the Pharisees, since they were sanctimonious. Rabbi Simeon, a Pharisee, is supposed to have said: "If there were only thirty righteous men in the world like Abraham, my son and I would be two of them; if only two, my son and I would be those; if only one, it would be myself."

Verse 10
Two men went up to the temple to pray. Jesus deliberately uses extremes in this parable. The Pharisees were very religious, and the tax collectors were outcasts. See notes on Matthew 3:7; Matthew 9:9.
Verse 11-12
The Pharisee stood apart by himself. So everyone would be sure to see him. The Pharisees liked to impress people by showing off their goodness. Like everybody else. The Pharisees thought they had "God in a box," and so they despised all "non-Pharisees." [But avoid praying: "I thank You that I am not like that Pharisee!"]

Verse 13
But the tax collector stood at a distance. He was conscious of being an outcast, and so stayed at a distance from the others. But beat on his breast. Symbolic of sadness. Have pity on me, a sinner! Note the difference in attitude. The Pharisee thought God owed him something. The tax collector humbly asks for pity and mercy.

Verse 14
This Prayer of Manasseh, and not the other. This is the "punch line." The tax collector was forgiven and made right with God. [He was already a child of God, but had sinned.] This parable teaches us that the right attitude is important, for us to receive the promise of 1 John 1:9. This parable, and the one before this, should be kept in mind by every Christian.

Verses 15-17
Some people brought their babies to Jesus. See notes on Matthew 19:13-15. It was the custom for a rabbi to bless babies.

Verses 18-30
A Jewish leader asked Jesus. See notes on Matthew 19:16-30. He was probably leader of a synagogue (see note on Luke 13:14).

Verses 31-34
Listen! We are going to Jerusalem. See notes on Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34. Luke adds: "where everything the prophets wrote about the Son of Man will come true." See Luke 9:31. [Some of what the prophets wrote: Psalm 16:10; Psalm 22:7-8; Psalm 49:15; Isaiah 53:1-9; Daniel 9:26.]

Verses 35-43
Jesus was coming near Jericho. This is the last time he would go to Jerusalem, since the crucifixion was just a little more than a week away. See notes on Matthew 20:29-34. Matthew says there were two, but Mark and Luke mention only the one who shouted.

19 Chapter 19 

Verse 1
Jesus went on into Jericho. Jesus had crossed the Jordan near Jericho, the city of palm trees, and the road led directly through there on the way to Jerusalem. Mark shows us that Jesus was ahead of the crowd; went on in to Jericho; the noise of the crowd disturbed the blind men [Luke mentions only the one who shouted]; and as Jesus was leaving the town, the healing in Luke 18:35-43 took place; then this meeting with Zacchaeus. From Jericho the road climbs more than 3,000 feet in eighteen miles, from the valley floor to Jerusalem in the mountains.

Verse 2
There was a chief tax collector there. Both the importance and location of Jericho would make it a center for the Roman tax collection. Zacchaeus was supervisor of the district. Who was rich. The job paid very well. But he was honest (Luke 19:8).
Verse 3-4
He was trying to see who Jesus was. His curiosity was aroused by all the noise and the crowd. Climbed a sycamore tree. This was a type of fig-mulberry tree with low-hanging branches. His smallness would not allow him to see over the heads of the crowd.

Verse 5
Because I must stay in your house today. Not just to find a place to stay, but because Jesus saw in this man something valuable. His work was to search out and to save.

Verse 6
And welcomed him with great joy. He had not expected such an honor.

Verse 7
Started grumbling. This crowd expected Jesus to be crowned king of a political kingdom as soon as he arrived at Jerusalem. Here he is the guest of a tax collector, a chief agent for the Roman oppressors. If Jesus had been concerned about popularity, he would not have gone to Zacchaeus' house.

Verse 8
Zacchaeus stood up. This must be in response to the Lord's teaching. I will give half my belongings to the poor. This is proof of his faith! No doubt he had been in love with the idea of being rich. Now he has found something much greater, and gives his love to Jesus! And if I have cheated anyone. Perhaps he had, because tax collectors were notorious for their dishonesty. If he has cheated anyone, he makes the promise to pay them back four times as much! True repentance causes us to try to right the wrongs we have done to others. "If you cannot restore what you got by cheating others, give it to God; because the poor receive God's charity."

Verse 9
Salvation has come to this house. Because Zacchaeus has truly turned from sin and turned to God! Is a descendant of Abraham. Jesus may have said this to the crowd, because in their narrow understanding, they thought only Jews had any part in God's kingdom. But the true descendants of Abraham are those who believe in Christ (Galatians 3:7; Galatians 3:29).
Verse 10
For the Son of Man came. His whole purpose is to rescue those who are lost. This is why he went to Zaccheaus' house.

Verse 11
He was now almost at Jerusalem. Not over twenty miles from there. Since the crowd expected him to set up an earthly kingdom like David's as soon as he arrived at Jerusalem, he tells this parable.

Verse 12
There was a nobleman. This is a lot like the parable of the Three Servants in Matthew 25:14-30. But this one has a different purpose. To be made king. Christ would leave earth and return to heaven before being made King.

Verse 13
And gave them each a gold coin. [Worth perhaps $160 in 1974 dollars.] See what you can earn with this. It was given to be used. Note that in this parable, each received exactly the same amount. It seems a small amount for a nobleman to give, and would not "buy loyalty."

Verse 14
We don't want this man to be our king. After his raising from death and his being taken up to heaven, many of the Jews would still reject him.

Verse 15
The nobleman was made king and came back. His Second Coming, when he rewards his servants. To appear before him. To find out how much each has earned with the "gold coin."

Verses 16-19
Sirach, I have earned ten gold coins. Compare notes on Matthew 25:19-23. The gold coin can be symbolic of truth. Their ability to use it accounts for the different degree of gain. [Will there be degrees of reward and punishment in Eternity? See note on Luke 12:48.] In this life, being trustworthy in small matters brings greater responsibility, and honor as well.

Verses 20-23
Sirach, here is your gold coin. It is not enough that we do no harm to others. We must take positive action to do good! Salvation is solely on the basis of God's act in Christ; but we have been created for a life of good works (Ephesians 2:10). To fail to do this is rebellion against God. Compare notes on Matthew 25:24-27.
Verses 24-26
Then he said. To the angels (Matthew 13:41; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; Jude 1:14]. That to everyone who has. Those who have been faithful to their trust will receive all that God has promised! But the unfaithful will be disinherited forever! [These are all God's people who are being judged. The Jews had not kept their trust (compare Matthew 23:37-39).]

Verse 27
As for these enemies of mine. This shows the doom of all who will not permit the Lord to be their King. See Matthew 13:49; Matthew 21:44; Matthew 25:30; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10.
Verses 28-40
And then went on to Jerusalem. The road from Jericho to Jerusalem climbs 3,000 feet in eighteen miles. All four Gospels give this. See notes on Matthew 21:1-16. Down the Mount of Olives. The city of Jerusalem and the temple burst into view! God bless the king! They still expected Jesus to announce himself as the Messiah-King and set up a political kingdom. Jesus had told them he must die, but they could not understand. Compare note on Acts 1:6.
Verses 41-44
When he saw it he wept over it. Only Luke gives these words. This is a lot like what Jesus predicted in Matthew 24:15-22. Compare notes there. Only one other place speaks of Jesus weeping (John 11:35). If you only knew today. This was the time of opportunity and peace. But unbelief made it impossible for them to see the truth. What is needed for peace. If they had believed in Christ, they would not have rebelled against Rome, Jerusalem would not have been destroyed, and the 1,100,000 who were killed in that horror would not have died (see note on Matthew 24:21). They could have had earthly peace, as well as the peace of God, but they did not want it! Will surround you with barricades. The Roman soldiers built barricades to blockade the city and starve it into surrender. Inside the city civil war raged, they destroyed their own food supplies, and the thousands died at the hands of their own people (see note on Matthew 24:21). Not a single stone. This is how complete the destruction would be! The soldiers may have believed gold had been hidden between the stones, and they dismantled the entire city completely! Because you did not recognize the time. Christ had come to save them from their doom. Because they would not listen and repent, a double measure of God's wrath would come on them (Matthew 23:35-36).
Verses 45-48
Jesus went into the temple. An act of authority. He made the temple ritually pure. See notes on Matthew 21:12-17. Because all the people. Public opinion made it difficult for the Jewish leaders to kill Jesus.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-8
Tell us, what right do you have? A man must have authority to do what Jesus did. See notes on Matthew 21:23-27.
Verses 9-19
A man planted a vineyard. See notes on this parable in Matthew 21:33-46. The Jewish leaders rejected every prophet God sent them!

Verses 20-26
Tell us, is it against our Law? For notes on this question about paying taxes, see Matthew 22:15-22.
Verses 27-40
Some Sadducees came to Jesus. For notes on this question about Rising from Death, see Matthew 22:23-33.
Verses 41-44
How can it be said? For notes on this question about the Messiah, see Matthew 22:41-46. The Jews did not expect the Messiah to be divine [God in human form]. But they did expect him to be David's descendant, which he was.

Verses 45-47
Watch out for the teachers of the Law. See notes on Jesus' warning in Matthew 23:5-14.
21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-4
1-4. Saw rich men dropping their gifts. For notes on the widow's copper coins, see Mark 12:41-44.
Verses 5-33
When will this be? This parallels Matthew 24. See notes on each section at the reference in Matthew 18. But not a single hair from your heads will be lost. Every Christian escaped from Jerusalem before the Roman armies built the barricades. Not one of them died in the horror of the destruction. But also even if some were killed because of their faith in Christ, they would not lose any of God's promise!

20. When you see Jerusalem surrounded. This is the "Awful Horror" of Matthew. See note on Matthew 24:15.
24. And the heathen will trample over Jerusalem. This must mean the actual work of destruction. The Romans were thought of as "heathen" by the Jews. See notes on Matthew 24:29-31.
25. There will be signs in the sun. Josephus the Jewish historian tells that these things were actually seen and heard in the last few years before Jerusalem was destroyed. 

27. Then the Son of Man will appear. Matthew says the sign of the Son of Man. Not the Second Coming, but a "spiritual coming" of Jesus in the judgment on the Jewish nation. This can be tied in with 1 Peter 4:17-18.
32. Before the people now living have all died. This shows the "time frame" for the fulfillment of what he says. It would be while that generation of people were still living. See note on Matthew 24:34.
Verses 34-36
Watch yourselves! Only Luke gives this exact wording. See notes on Matthew 24:38-51.
Verse 37
Spend the night on the Mount of Olives. Johnson thinks this means "at Bethany," rather than out on the lonely mountain side. See note on Matthew 21:17.
Verse 38
All the people would go to the temple. All the Gospels picture the intense interest of the people in his teaching during this last week.
22 Chapter 22 

Verse 1-2
The time was near for the Feast. No leavened bread could be eaten during Passover week. The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted seven days after Passover, and was named because they did not use leaven (yeast) in making the special bread for that week. Were trying to find some way of killing Jesus. Public opinion was against them, so they search for a way to do it that will not stir up the people. See notes on Matthew 26:1-5.
Verses 3-6
Then Satan went into Judas. Judas volunteered to do Satan's dirty work! See notes on Matthew 26:14-16.
Verse 7-8
The day came during the Feast. This says the Feast of Unleavened Bread had begun before the Passover had been eaten. Alford (Greek Testament), et. al, believe Jesus and his disciples ate this Passover a day before the Jews ate theirs, and that Jesus died on the cross about the time the passover lambs were being killed. See notes on John 18:28; John 19:31; and on the parallel verses in the other Gospels.

Verses 9-13
Where do you want us to get it ready? On this preparation, see notes on Matthew 26:17-25. A large furnished room upstairs. The guest room of the house. [Some have thought the "young man" of Mark 14:51 was Mark, and that since Mark's mother lived in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12; Acts 12:25), this room was in her home.]

Verses 14-20
When the hour came. There are four descriptions of the beginning of the Lord's Supper [the Holy Meal]. See notes on Matthew 26:26-30.
Verses 21-23
But, look! Luke puts this incident after the Lord's Supper, while Matthew and Mark place it before the Supper. Johnson thinks that Luke has it out of sequence, and that Judas therefore was not present when the Supper was instituted. John 13:21-35 seems to imply this. Compare notes on Matthew 26:21-25.
Verses 24-30
An argument came up. They must have argued more than once about who was the greatest. Jesus scolded their attitude by washing their feet (see John 13:2-12). But this is not the way it is with you. He is greatest who serves the world best. The same agreement with you. A spiritual Kingdom, not a political power. See note on Matthew 19:28.
Verses 31-34
Sim, Simon! Listen! For notes on this prediction and warning, see Matthew 26:31-35. Peter was so confident here! But when the time actually came, he did deny Jesus, and even used a vow to make it stronger. (Matthew 26:74).
Verse 35
When I sent you out that time. See notes on Matthew 10:9-15. Luke gives the "sending out" of seventy-two more (Luke 10:1-12).
Verse 36
But now, Jesus sold. Before they could count on the good will of the Jewish people they were working among. Now they can expect severe opposition. Whoever does not have a sword. This is symbolic, meaning they will find enemies on every side. Compare Matthew 5:38-42; Matthew 26:51-52.
Verse 37
He was included with criminals. This is quoted from Isaiah 53:12. It was about to come true in Jesus.

Verse 38
Look! Here are two swords. They take what he said in Luke 22:36 literally. That is enough! He says this to show he does not mean them to literally arm themselves with swords, since two swords would not have been enough for twelve men.

Verses 39-46
To the Mount of Olives. For the suffering of Gethsemane, see notes on Matthew 26:36-46. Hebrews 5:7 also speaks of this. His sweat was like drops of blood. Only Luke tells this. It shows the agony of Christ's suffering!

Verses 47-53
When a crowd arrived. For notes on this arrest of Jesus, see Matthew 26:47-56. Be sure to read the section in the other Gospels.

Verses 54-62
And Peter followed from a distance. For notes on Peter's denial, see Matthew 26:69-75.
Verses 63-65
Made fun of him and beat him. For notes on this, see Matthew 26:67-68; Mark 14:65.
Verse 66
When day came. Jesus had already had a hearing before Annas, and had been sentenced to death by Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin. But another meeting of their Council [Sanhedrin] had to be held to make it legal, since the night trial had no legal standing. Luke gives this formal hearing in detail.

Verse 67-68
Are you the Messiah? They had expected the Messiah to set up an earthly kingdom like David's. He already answered this at the night trial (Matthew 26:63) He protests the violence and injustice of his trial.

Verse 69-70
But from now on the Son of Man. Notice how the Council understands "the Son of Man." Are you, then, the Son of God? In their minds, Son of Man and Son of God meant the same thing. Jesus had used the language of Daniel 7:13, which they understood to apply to the Messiah. Jesus was God [the Eternal Logos of John 1:1-3] in human form.

Verse 71
We don't need any witnesses! To their minds, what Jesus has just said is BLASPHEMY! [But it wasn't! He really was God in human form!]

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-25
And took Jesus before Pilate. See notes on Matthew 27:11-35; John 18:28 to John 19:16. Matthew says they put Jesus in chains and took him. Telling them not to pay taxes to the Emperor. This was false (see Matthew 22:21). It is ironic that they accuse Jesus of doing what Barabbas had actually done (see Mark 15:7 and note there). Claiming that he himself is Christ, a king. This was true, but not in the sense of their charge. He did not claim to be an earthly king. I find no reason to condemn this man. This is Pilate's verdict, after questioning Jesus (see John 18:33-38). He is starting a riot. They try again to make Jesus seem to be one of the "Zealots" who start riots in their attempt to drive out the Roman Occupation Troops. He sent him to Herod. Herod Antipas. This man murdered John the Baptist. Herod was very pleased. He had a great curiosity about Jesus. Herod and his soldiers made fun of Jesus. Pilate was not cruel like Herod. Herod and Pilate became friends. Because Pilate had sent Jesus to Herod. Nor did Herod find him guilty. Pilate tries again to set Jesus free. I will have him whipped, then, and let him go. This would be a compromise which would allow the Council to "save face." Pilate will have an innocent man whipped and then let him go free. Set Barabbas free for us! Barabbas is a guilty man! See notes on Matthew 27:15-26. See note on Luke 23:2.
Verses 26-49
They took Jesus away. The most complete notes on the Crucifixion are found in Matthew 27:32-56. A large crowd of people followed him. This shows that Jesus had a lot of sympathizers in Jerusalem. Women of Jerusalem. These are local residents, not from outlying areas. Don't cry for me. Even in his own agony, Jesus thinks of these people and the horrors which they are bringing on themselves (see note on Matthew 24:21). For if such things as these are done. This is a proverb. The meaning is: "If the leaders and the Romans crucify the nation's Messiah, what will they do to the nation itself?" Forgive them, Father. Only Luke tells these words. Jesus must have said this just after they nailed him to the cross. The kind of LOVE which he demonstrates here, is the kind of love Christians are to develop. See John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:16-21. They don't know what they are doing. They don't know they are rejecting and killing their own Messiah. They don't know they are sealing the doom of their own city and nation. They divided his clothes among themselves. See John 19:23-24.
Verse 39
One of the criminals hanging there. These criminals were certainly associates of Barabbas (see Mark 15:7 and note there). Matthew and Mark show these criminals insulting Jesus. [The Zealots tried to drive out the Roman Occupation Forces. They had expected Jesus to announce himself king and raise an army. Their insults express their frustration.]

Verses 40-48
The other one, however. This one has a "change of heart," and rebukes his fellow criminal. Alford (Greek Testament) mentions that some feel this penitent criminal was a disciple of Christ. If he was, this would fit in with the fanaticism of the Zealots, especially what he says in Luke 23:42. [One of the Twelve was a "zealot," Simon the Patriot.] 

41. Ours, however, is only right. They knew the risks they were taking by being political activists, and they knew also that Jesus was not one of them, but was innocent of the charges. 

42. Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King! This is an expression of faith! This man obviously knows something of Jesus' teaching, and EXPECTS him to come as King [of a spiritual Kingdom]. 

43. Today you will be in Paradise with me. Paradise is "heaven before the Judgment" (see note at end of Luke 16:31). This man was Jew, a descendant of Abraham. If he was a disciple of Christ (see note on Luke 23:40), he had been baptized (John 4:1-2). Until Jesus died, the Old Law was in effect (see Colossians 2:14 and note). 

46. Jesus cried out in a loud voice. He first said Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani? Then: It is finished! Then: Father! In your hands I place my spirit! [We ordinarily say "soul" when we mean "spirit."] 

47. The army officer. See note on Matthew 27:54. 

48. Beating their breasts. People would pound on their chest as a sign of great sadness! 

49. Including the women. See notes on Matthew 27:55-56.
Verses 50-56
There was a man named Joseph. On the Burial of Jesus, see notes on Matthew 27:57-61. Although a member of the Council. Both Joseph and Nicodemus were members of the Sanhedrin (the ruling Jewish Council and Supreme Court) but had opposed the decision and action against Jesus. [Johnson thinks that they were not present when the Sanhedrin took their action against Jesus.] It was Friday. The day before the Passover (John 19:14). [Remember the Sabbath would begin at 6 P.M. Friday.] Jesus died about 3 P.M. (Matthew 27:46), the time the lambs would be killed in preparation for the Passover. This shows the Jews had not yet eaten the Passover Meal.

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-12
Very early on Sunday morning. Sunday has been called the "Lord's Day" since then, because Jesus raised from death on Sunday. The women "saw the grave and how Jesus' body was placed in it" on Friday, had "prepared the spices and ointments for his body" following the Jewish custom, and "on the Sabbath they rested. " Notice the women came expecting to embalm the DEAD BODY. When they told the apostles, they thought it was nonsense, and did not believe them. For notes on Resurrection, and an explanation of how the Gospels agree on this, see Matthew 28:1-10.
Verse 13
Two of them were going. Only Luke tells this in detail. Cleopas was one of the two (Luke 24:18). Emmaus. Six or eight miles west of Jerusalem.

Verse 15
As they talked and discussed. About Jesus and his death. Jesus himself drew near. Mark says Jesus appeared in a different manner (see Mark 16:12-13). They did not know who he was. When our thoughts are on Jesus, we are most likely to have him with us (see notes on Matthew 18:19-20).
Verse 18
One of them, named Cleopas. Probably the Clopas of John 19:25. Compare note on Matthew 10:2-4. 

Verses 19-24
What things? Christ asks this to get them to talk about it. They give a condensed version of the recent events. Who was going to redeem Israel. They had expected him to declare himself king and raise an army to drive out the Romans. Their hopes of this happening died with him. This is now the third day. This clearly identifies the day of Jesus' resurrection. See note on Matthew 12:40. But could not find his body. This shows they still could not think in terms of a resurrection! They still had trouble believing even when they had seen him (Mark 16:14).
Verse 25
How foolish you are! They knew very well what the prophets had said, and they had been with Jesus over three years, and heard him explain all these things.

Verse 26
Was it not necessary? Isaiah 53; Daniel 9:26; etc., speak about this. And enter his glory. The ACT of the Cross is meant. See Luke 9:31.
Verses 29-32
Stay with us. That Isaiah, stay overnight and talk some more. And said the blessing. Not as a guest would do, but as a host. Their eyes were opened. This implies their eyesight was "distorted" so that he was unrecognizable to them. (See Luke 24:15.)

Verses 33-35
They got up at once! This kind of news would not keep! Found the eleven disciples. This may be the same meeting as the one in John 10:19-23. He has appeared to Simon! See 1 Corinthians 15:5.
Verses 36-43
Suddenly the Lord himself stood among them. They were behind locked doors (John 20:19). This implies that Jesus could "pass through" a door or wall in his resurrection body. Feel me, and you will see. His body showed the marks of his suffering. Thomas spoke of this as being proof (John 20:25). They were so full of Joy and wonder. This all seems too good to be true! Which he took and ate before them. As proof that he was real, not just a ghost or materialized spirit.

Verses 44-49
Then he said to them. Luke passes over an interval of weeks, between Luke 24:43-44. Christ was seen a number of times after his resurrection (see notes on Matthew 28:9). Then he opened their minds. To help them understand. He repeats the "OBLIGATION" he placed on them in Galilee (see notes on Matthew 28:16-20). Jesus requires that in his name (1) repentance; (2) forgiveness of sins; (3) must be preached; (4) to all nations; (5) beginning in Jerusalem. They did this, beginning from the Day of Pentecost. What my Father has promised. The baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5). But you must wait. Their great mission of making disciples to Christ could not begin until they received the gift of the Holy Spirit from the Father.

Verses 50-53
Then he led them not. Compare Mark 16:19-20; Acts 1:1-9. And blessed them. The last act of our Lord on the earth, was a blessing. Filled with great Joy. Their Lord and Savior was ALIVE and had been taken up to sit on his throne! [Compare Acts 15:16-18 and notes there,] And spent all their time in the temple. Worshiping and teaching. See Acts 2:46. Luke 24:53 is a connecting link between Luke and Acts.

